
SITUATION  
Mat and Kazuki are talking about their coworkers.                     

DIALOGUE   
Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then practice each role. 

Lesson 26 
Gossip Speculation  

PHRASE OF THE DAY 

VOCABULARY 

Level B1 Business English 

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself. 
	

Apparently, he’s laid off although 
he’s the most hard-working. 
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2 
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4 

Mat     : Hey, Kazuki. Guess what? 

Kazuki: Hi, Mat. What is it? 

Mat     : You know, Patrick is getting transferred to 
             the South Dakota branch sometime next  
             month. 

Kazuki: What do you mean? Isn’t Jake supposed to 
be the one getting transferred? 

Mat     : I’m surprised myself but apparently, he’s  
             laid off although he’s the most hard- 
             working. 

Kazuki: I can’t believe it! How could that happen? 

Mat     : I’ve just overheard Meg talking with  
             Suzanna and it was about Jake embezzling  
             from the company! 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

get transferred             overhear     
get laid off           embezzle    
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LANGUAGE FOCUS  

Gossip Speculation 
Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud again by yourself. 

	

Lesson 26 
Level B1 Business English Gossip Speculation  

 

ACTIVITY Hints 

5 

6 

Activity2: Your coworker, Mary loves nothing but  
gossiping! What have you heard from her?  
Share it with your tutor. 

	

Everyone in the office mentions Mr. Wood is 
not good enough as a manager. 

I don’t think he’s working as hard as he should 
be. 

It seems like Zack got a demotion due to the 
bad results from the last sales. 

I hear that Mr. Adams, the chief engineer, 
called Gary to reprimand him for the careless 
mistakes he made. 

 

 

 

	

Activity1: Unfortunately you work with the worst boss 
you’ve ever had. Tell your tutor how bad 
your boss is. 

1 	
 

e.g.  I don’t think my boss would ever listen to others.  

stubborn     

arrogant      

lie down on the job  
 

speak badly of ~ 
 

complain 	  

malicious  

have a number of affairs 
	

e.g.  Mr. Smith must like Alicia, the new employee, a lot.  
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Apparently, he’s laid off although 
he’s the most hard-working. 


