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Japanese Astronaut Noguchi, SpaceX Team Lift Off for International
Space Station

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

With astronaut Soichi Noguchi as the first Japanese on board, the new SpaceX

Crew Dragon successfully lifted off precisely ontime from the Florida’s Kennedy
Space Center at 19:27 EST on Sunday, November 15 in Florida, USA, (9:27 A.M.
Monday, November 16 in Japan) and is now headed to the International Space
Station (ISS).

Noguchi’s mission, which also involves three American astronauts, docks at the
International Space Station one day later, at 23:00 EST on Monday, November
16 (EST). The mission calls for an extended stay of around six months aboard the
ISS.

“We hope to give everyone something to feel encouraged about by showing
that the challenge of space exploration can be tackled despite the [pandemic]
difficulties,” the 55-year-old astronaut of the Japanese Aerospace Exploration
Agency (JAXA) said in a news conference prior to the departure amid the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Noguchi’s first flight into space was aboard the U.S. Space Shuttle Discovery in
2005, followed by a trip via the Russian Soyuz spacecraft in 2009. His third
mission coincides with the first regular U.S.-manned space flight mission to the
ISS in nine years and the world’s first actual mission of a privately developed
spacecraft.

“I' am honored to be able to take part in this operation as a Japanese, which
marks a historic turning point,” he said.

[GO TO THE NEXT PAGE]
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Training during the coronavirus epidemic had proved to be extremely
challenging. Face-to-face training and discussions among the four astronauts
were reduced to a minimum, such as extravehicular activities and simulations
in preparation for emergencies. The remainder of the training was conducted
by remote communication.

Fortunately, the new spacecraft is digitally compatible. Nevertheless, close
attention had been paid to minimizing the risk of infection, such as reducing
the number of training instructors and requiring frequent physical checkups,
according to knowledgeable sources at JAXA.

Looking back on the training, Mr. Noguchi said: “We gave our full attention to
doing what we could do at the time, one step at a time in day-to-day training.
Miraculously, despite the very strict constraints, we were able to achieve
almost 100 percent.”

The launch was initially scheduled for the end of 2019, but was put off for
nearly a year. In October, flaws were found in the same engine model as the
spacecraft’s, so the lift-off was postponed another two weeks for additional
inspections. In that context, the weather delays in the week preceding the
launch seem small by comparison.

In consultation with the three American astronauts, the spacecraft was named
Resilience.

Mr. Noguchi noted: “We chose the name with the wish that the lives of people
all over the world will return to normal as soon as possible. | hope to show by
example the power of recovering from adversity by not giving up on space
exploration.”

Source:Japanese Astronaut Noguchi, SpaceX Team Lift Off for International Space Station
https://japan-forward.com/japanese-astronaut-noguchi-spacex-team-lift-off-for-international-space-station
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. Involve (WMELGHLDELT)~ZEL. ~(AN)EBDHLH. ~(NZEEEFAD
You should not be involved in such a risky project.

2. challenge of ~ DR, ~(FHL)DEHE
This conference focuses on the challenge of reaching zero emissions in this industry.

3. take part in ~(EEIOFOCHMEE)ZBMT S
All the children took part in the school play.

4. give one’s full attention to ~~([Z£MFEEZERSED. ~ITHDDEREZILS . ~ICHEAEMSIYAAT
Give me 2 minutes to finish my lunch then | can give my full attention to your story.

5. by comparison lLEL T, tER%E
After living in a tropical country for a year, Japan seems cool by comparison.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. How many astronauts are on board the ISS?
2. Is this the first time for Noguchi to flight into space?
3. What did they do to minimize the risk of infection during the training?

4. Why did the launch have to be postponed after nearly a year’s delay ?
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BHAFERLERSE :
FOxA. JOFATOLRE HEFHRCER [REISIHRES]

FEHRTTOHFOR—ZA(55)AEABER158 . KAR—AXAAAEL-FHEFEMVIIL—KS5T]
[CAARANELTOHTREL. BEFHEXT—3 (ISS) TOMEERO R EEICHET 5, HEaOS
DAIVADBRELKICREONSFTOMEELESH ., FOSAIXTRBDK R TEFHICHKETHEM5,
AMERCTHLL =L EEET,

BOXAIZ2005F DU RITTEAR—Z¥R)L, O9FIZAL T DY I—XFEHMRICEE, SEHDSHE
[FOFERYICABERAINDIAKENDEAFHERITT. REFEMRICKIHRUOEARITICHRD . [FEEH
EAICHAANELTERICEDLDNADIEIKRELGA) YN 1E5ES,

—AT. 30T AOIEEERH#EZBO =, HETOINRCERIT. MO EBOCFEEEICHA=IIaL—
AVRERLERERICEED ., RAVE—MIEE, FIRFEMNT DAL EofIEMFELLEA, I
REZEDARZRLL. CEOLTREZEH ML EBRPHARICETHMODTIEN bbb,

FOSARNBR-bNSTELILICERLT, BRADIFEERBEIZ—D—DO>TEIERYERY . X
EELWLFIRIZEZTAY FHAMIZIFIFX100% DINFENTEIEFIEAEED.

— . BUEEMERDFEL>14TE LIFIR1FHEER IS, £RICFITE LFICESEEQ 7D TY
DUDEEICFEANROMNY . EMRRDO=HELIZ2:BRHENT=.

FFTH3ADKEARITEERHL. SRDFERICILOUTOR (BB D) 1EATTET T -, HRPD
ARDN—BIRCTEDEFEIZRNDLSIEDFENERADT=,

TFHAORBZECOT . BAETEINEEZL O TRETNERLY

8t : https://www.sankei.com/life/news/201106/1if2011060025-n1.html
HOZA. JOFATOHEE HEFEMRICER HEISIHRES]
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