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Article:
Renowned for Eyewear, Sabae Boasts Japanese Craft ‘Easy to Wear’
Wristwatches

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

“I love wristwatches, but because | have disabled fingers, | can’t put them on myself”. Such
words led to the creation of a wristwatch that can be worn using just one hand.

SANYOU, an urushi (Japanese lacquer) manufacturer in Sabae City, Fukui Prefecture— the
world’s leading eyewear manufacturing district—creates and sells these “bangle watches”.

Is there a way to put on a watch as one would hook eyeglasses around their ears? This idea
led to the development of a new product that incorporates the manufacturing technology of
eyeglass frames, which Sabae prides itself on.

Casual Comment at an Exhibition

Founded in 1982, SANYOU started off as a traditional Echizen lacquerware company. Kazuo
Igarashi, 52, the second president of the company, has been creating wristwatches with
lacquer dials, with hope of increasing the opportunity for people to appreciate the traditional
lacquering techniques.

It was about five years ago, when Mr. Igarashi showed watches at an exhibition to promote
the product. He was approached at the time by a visitor who said the following: “I love
wristwatches, but because my fingers are disabled, I’'m unable to put on leather band
watches by myself. | wish there was an easier way to wear them.”

These words stuck in Mr. Igarashi’s mind. Having always wanted to integrate local technology
into making wristwatches, he wondered, “Glasses are placed on the face. Can eyewear
technology be used to place them on wrists?”

With this idea, he was inspired to apply the company’s skills in manufacturing eyeglass
frames, the pride of his local city, Sabae City, Fukui Prefecture, to creating the watches.

With help from a local eyeglass frame maker—Plus Jack Inc.—Mr. Igarashi embarked on the
development.

[GO TO THE NEXT PAGE]
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Trial and Error Eventually Led to the Perfect Design

The shape of the watch was quickly decided. It was in the form of a “bangle”, a type of
bracelet without a fastener. Made from metal or resin, a bangle can be worn with the gap
on the bracelet widening when pressed against the wrist. The idea was to attach a watch
onto the bangle.

However, productization is not a simple matter. Although the material was chosen, because
they could not form the bangle into a shape that could be easily removed, prototypes had
to be made over and over again. Despite their efforts, Mr. Igarashi said, even a year after
starting, the design wasn’t working. At one point, he even thought about giving up on the
project, but roused himself to continue and vowed to “go all out”.

In 2017, the product was finally completed when the team arrived at the optimal 0.6mm
thickness for the titanium plate, which plays the role of a spring on the watches and
determines the comfort of the wearer. At that thickness, it doesn’t feel too tight on the
wrist but it won’t come off, either, even if you swing your arm.

Although a customer’s single comment triggered the birth of the product, Mr. Igarashi
explained, “Solving a problem is the origin of manufacturing. | was given a big break.” In
March of 2018, the watch launched for sale under the brand name, IGATTA COLLETTI. The
watches are priced from 38,000 yen including tax, and an increasing number of variations in
designs and sizes, such as smaller models for women have been added. Sales channels have
expanded at the same time through online shops and souvenir stores in Tokyo and Fukui
Prefecture.

For Those Yearning for Home

Then, the coronavirus pandemic struck. Although the company was also affected, when
summer came around SANYOU was able to recover sales as Mr. Igarashi realized a new
need surrounding the watch.

“There were many people who wanted to purchase craft products from Fukui for
themselves, or as gifts, because they could not go home this year. It seems nostalgia for
their hometown grew stronger due to the pandemic.”

Mr. Igarashi happily says, “I’'m glad to see people choose the watch because they are made
using the technology of Fukui lacquerware and eyeglasses, both of which are local
industries.”

He continues, “The making of these watches involve a wide variety of steps, such as
lacquering and metal and resin processing. Just selling one watch alone means jobs will be
commissioned in Sabae. This also feels rewarding.”

Source: Renowned for Eyewear, Sabae Boasts Japanese Craft ‘Easy to Wear’ Wristwatches
https://japan-forward.com/renowned-for-eyewear-sabae-boasts-japanese-craft-easy-to-wear-wristwatches
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1.lead to (HBAYZEM)~DEo>MITELD, ~IZEL, ~[2DLEMB, ~EBISRT

It is believed that stress can lead to physical iliness.

2. pride oneself on ~%5Y&9 5. ~ZBIBT S

He prides himself on his success.

3. appreciate ~% 1+ CFEH T 5. ~ORMZBH5. TS5, BT S

It seem that universal popularity is rarely appreciated by film critics.

4. over and over (again) #&YiRL
The appalling images of the accident was replayed over and over on the TV screen.

5.giveupon ~[CRYPIYEDIFTS, (ACHEBITAENPELIEEHELHT)SLERITS

Don’t give up on your relationship just because you two have different lifestyles

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What made Mr.lgarashi decide to create the new style of wristwatch?

2. What manufacturing is Sabae famous for ?

3. When did the new product go on the market?

4. According to Mr.lgarashi, why do people want to purchase these locally made craft
products during the coronavirus pandemic?
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[BERFET AT EHDIZ, FENTBRENS—ATOFONEN ], CARFEE>NTIZ. FFECESFETESH
RO AEL, REBOHFRMER, BH -HIORREERT o1 —10EE, BRFTET BN\ TILY
+IF 1. BEFEICHNTEHESIC, BIRFEEEETEELHI—, ISLEHREMS, HINESREIL—LD
BEHMERYAHA, FRIZSTEDT =,

BAS7FRIEDHY Y 1—(F, G I ZDBATIRRO TRRDLGA TREZSIEXEE- TS24, TOD
FT2RBHRDE+TE—BSA(52)([F, ROEMA B ICHMIAEIEIBOLEVNEXFRICRERA L
PR Rt EF T TE=,

ZOBKETZETE—ILT 5=, SRR ERMICRREIFERICHELIZEED &2tz EEED—AIZC
AREEDMToNT=ENS,

MEATBHT., BEHNTFELEDIC, ERILMEE—ATDHENEWN, HEIZDFONDESITHELELN
1

CO—ENDICEBFE R TESA MR THITDE M EBIREHICERYAH-WEB->TWV=ZEEHY. T
BEICATADIZREE. EREEQOHM T, BITHITONELONIEEZ  MTOEHEE ITAIELREIL—
LB ERMEERT A EFB NI,

R ORFEIL—LA—A—TTSRS vy 1DHHERT, SoZFHRICRKYHLL-,
LD HKYDRR

BARFTCIZRE ST, TUALYRD—FET, BHEDLW/AUT L), EREAOBAER T, IRREZE B
LIFT5E. BREMNENYEETES, CONVTIIVICHEERYMS T A—DF,

ElITWAZRHBEITEHETITLEWD, EHMERO-DOOBYSNALLOTLDMEEISEELIAD ZENTELD D
F=1=OT. RELZAELRYIRLENT1EL>TET A1 (AT ESA) .

ST HERBEESIELMNTBEMICOSS 1EER, N rOREERLETDMEEET HFE0TL
—rDESZ. BRETIIEL BER-TEHNENENIRBELZ0-63ITf-EYEFE, FR29FICTEMLT=,

BEDQ—E&EoNTICESMNRELA, A+ESARTEYVEEZRRTIHEVSIDON, 1O IKYDFEH,
RELGEONTEEZTELOF1EHE T [MAYRALYTAIDT SR B TI0EI AN LRFTERLE, it
(FFAA#3HB800AMBL T, THAL KM ITHARGEN)IT—2 3 FBOLENL, /02—y MER
CRRERVCEHEAO L EREERBELITTE,

BUBADRBLHRAHT

FARI . HEAOFT OV ABICEREDON =, RO EEZZ -, BEIZRYFEY LIFHEET HH T,
A+ESAIE, CORETZEDSDHFAZ—XIZR D =E,

[SEFIFETERODS BHOIEZREZEWN L, TLEUILIZWNEVWSEN S Moz, IOFH T, &
YR~ D B UNAGELTE D=k 57 ]

MEHDRBERE, HISEXOEM T BRI~ MoCEEBATHLLZ. SNLWVEESATESA,
TCOBIRETERDZEY, EBCHIEDMIEIREZRKICH-oTWS, 1 DRFETENEZENLEITHITIC
EENEFENDHLITHED, TREPYNDIZREL TS IEFEL TS,
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