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Article:
EDITORIAL | Society Must Not Forget the Great Hanshin Earthquake
of 1995

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

Twenty-six years, more than a quarter of a century, have passed since the Great Hanshin
Earthquake in 1995.

January 17 is a date in Japanese history that must never be forgotten. We would like to
commemorate the 6,434 victims again.

We also want to question whether society has progressed since January 1995. Has Japan
become more resilient in dealing with natural disasters? Has Japanese society become kinder
to those affected by such disasters? People should ask themselves these questions.

It is surely important to respect the wishes of the victims. We want generations born after
the earthquake to listen to stories related to the disaster, and learn.

2021 marks ten years since the Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11, 2011. Recovery in
the affected areas is still ongoing — but there are fears that memories of the disaster are
fading. Let’s keep remembering.

Coincidentally, the Great Hanshin Earthquake happened 50 years after the end of World War
Il. August 15 is also a significant date in Japanese history. Society has these important dates.
We must remember these dates and commemorate.

Twenty-six years may have passed but we must remain aware that the Great Hanshin
Earthquake still casts a shadow on society.

The names of the victims are listed on name plates at a memorial monument in Kobe. Seven
new names were added at the end of 2020 — reminding the bereaved relatives of their loved
ones.

Time has passed but we must not forget that the bereaved relatives still feel sadness today.

COVID-19 has affected the most recent commemoration, causing some cancellations. The

[GO TO THE NEXT PAGE]

AEM (&, —MEEEND /S T A D— RHEEHE, $RSHERTSIILLDHEEZET. ERE1 OS2 IBRRUEMRELTLET,
THR bOFETERE - METERZE<ELET,



o TESRR Weekly News Digest

ey X @JAPNForvard )

melEpus’

“Kobe Luminarie,” which is an annual light festival held in memory of the victims, was
canceled in December 2020. A smaller-scale alternative event was held instead.

But the sentiment remains unchanged. We want society to remember the victims on
January 17.

As the current crisis that is COVID-19 continues, there is something we want people to
remember. When Japan was hit by the two major earthquakes in 1995 and 2011, the
Japanese people maintained order and helped each other. As we battle against COVID-19,
we must not spread the disease through irresponsible and careless behavior.

The Great Hanshin Earthquake and the Great East Japan Earthquake have taught us the
importance of cooperating to overcome adversity.

Source: EDITORIAL | Society Must Not Forget the Great Hanshin Earthquake of 1995
an-forward.com/editorial-society-must-not-forget-the-great-hanshin-earthquake-of-1995/
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. commemorate (H3EEBZ)iL 7T 5. Hid5. (BEBELEZ)LDSR

John Lennon fans gathered in Liverpool to commemorate their idol who was born 60 years ago today.

2. deal with ¥ i35, (BBEEGEC)RYLED .

They set up an unit to deal with people who do not fit the drug treatment system.

3.loved one ZED A . EREFCTBALGERLEVRED— A BAFEREBEADRE

The memory of your loved one will continue to inspire you for the rest of your life.

4. in memory of ~~%BELT, ~DEEE&ELT
Taj Mahal was built by Shah Jahan in memory of his wife.

5. battle against (- R&75 & &)BES

Many things have improved in this country but we still have to battle against racism.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. How many years has passed since the big earthquake hit Hanshin area
in Japan?

2. Which event to commemorate the victims of the Great Hanshin
Earthquake was cancelled in December 20207?

3. What was the reason for the cancellation of the event above?

4. According to the author of this article, what have we learnt from these
two major earthquake?
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B : https://www.sankei.com/column/news/210117/clm2101170002-n1.html
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