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Article:
[Hidden Wonders of Japan] ‘Back to the Future’ with a DeLorean
Replica in Wakayama

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

High school students in Wakayama Prefecture have built a replica of the DelLorean time
machine from the classic movie “Back to the Future” (1985), placing it outside the school’s
front entrance as a monument.

The replica — which rotates four times every weekday to the sound of the “Back to the
Future” theme song — was made by students at Tanabe Technical High School, in the city of
Tanabe. The project lasted over four years.

“Having something they made on display at their old school should be a special memory for
the students,” said Mr. Takai, 51, the teacher who oversaw the project.

The replica is about 4.2 meters long, and weighs approximately 500 kilograms. It consists of
roughly 20 rust-resistant aluminum plates, designed to achieve a long-lasting display.

The team referred to information from sources such as the internet to create an elaborate
recreation of the famous time-machine car. The base, which is about 4 meters long, is also
made of aluminum.

The Wakayama Delorean rotates for about three minutes every weekday at 9 A.M., 12 PM,, 3
P.M. and 6 P.M. The evening rotation includes an illumination.

Previously, the area in front of the school’s front entrance was thick with tall leafy plants.
However, they were cut down in 2015 because there was a risk of collapse due to insects
eating away at the foliage.

In 2016, the school wanted to place something symbolic in the vacant area, inspiring Mr.
Takai to suggest the DelLorean replica: “The automobile is Japan’s major manufacturing asset.
Having a car that features in an inspiring movie would be ideal.”
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The team started work in 2016. From about September onward, students in
Mr. Takai’s senior-year class began construction using aluminum plates. After
completing the exterior, the replica was revealed at a school festival later that
year.

However, the team had not managed to recreate the fine details, and the
inside of the car was hollow. Soon after, the students who had worked on the
project graduated from Tanabe Technical High School.

Subsequently, members of the school’s craft and technical drawing club took
over the mantle. They worked with other students across all grades, and
managed to complete the car body and stand by the spring of 2020. With only
the driving mechanism and electric wiring remaining, the team had planned
to finish the project by Golden Week 2020.

However, the COVID-19 pandemic meant that the school was temporarily
closed between spring and mid-June 2020, ruling out further work. Moreover,
summer vacation was shortened considerably. Nevertheless, the team found
time after school hours and on weekends, and managed to complete the
project in December 2020.

The team members were particularly pleased when they reached their goal.
“I'm glad we managed to complete something that our senior students
worked on for years,” said 16-year-old Yoshiaki Hashimoto.

Meanwhile, Ryo Tanimae, 17, revealed that “there were some things | didn’t
understand, but | learned those as | worked.” Meanwhile, Masaki Hirohata,
16, said: “We have completed something our senior students worked hard

”

on.

Source: [Hidden Wonders of Japan] ‘Back to the Future’ with a DeLorean Replica in Wakayama
https://japan-forward.com/hidden-wonders-of-japan-back-to-the-future-with-a-delorean-replica-in-wakayama/
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. inspiring (AI2)RIEK - FHEH RS, (AZ)EBWL-E85-TRDIT5. BIBEEEITS

His inspiring speech motivated me to pursue my dream seriously.

2. last Hi<. BT 5. HFBZ5

Electronic devices don’t last very long because they want us to keep buying new products.

3. from ~ onward ~ LL[&
From today onward, our new website will be online.

4. manage to ~ A EN~FT B TES

We managed to get there on time despite terrible traffic.

5. work on ~
~(FEWCBIE., TARBDIMIE)ICRYED ., ~ICIYEHLIS - FEEET S, ~(FREPHE X
ERGE)ICRYET

I’'m very busy because I’'m working on this report that has to be sent by 5pm today.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What movie is this time machine form?
2. How often does the car rotate during the weekdays?

3. Were the students who started working on the replica able to complete
their project?

4. What prevented the students from working on the replica in spring and
early summer in 2020?
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1985 (FBF160) FED KB /Ny by Y Ta—Fr— | [TEIGTHIRERAER (LTI UITOYTY | ZELZ
EDAAVUM . IFUETHIIESR(HATH OEBXEFISERA L, £EEEM4FEUEMNITTELE
Lz HET. FED4E., BEIOT—IV T BNRNTEERT 5, IFEL-SHIEAZLH(51) (XM EFELE-1zH
DHBIRIZEY, REGBWEIZHESIET 1 EHFLTLS,

(BREE)

TAYTUDEZAAVMIRCARIZRTESZ D KD, SUIKWWTILSREF 20 E->THELN, RESH4-24
—kJL, ESH500F 0, RYMBERALEZLEICHEBEIOEAREZHEHIZBRL TV, RSHAA—FLOETELTILE
8,

A~SBOFRIoK., IEF. FHIFF, FROFFITT IV T EEDHITHIH M, BlEE, FEREFICITH LD AL
SR—YavhEFRERELT,

MO TEAXMEATNCEEESTHA—MLOBEEY B SN TN =D, FZERICERON THIEDBERIELH
Sf=ZEM D, FR27FEITHRER, 28 FICHHICO URILIIGRDE DA ILITRY ., EH BN BRER KT D
TERGEVZITE, EEHTOIREITHTODEDOA LW IETAYTUERELT,

28FENLEEICETF . EHEFHMNMEELTUO=SEEZRDERNIATAMNS., TILIREFE>THEYIEDT=,
NER XL ST-ATRL. AILEDFBERTHE, ==, S XBRTETELT . EOHBERL oA, &ELT
B IdEEL-,

ZD%. TR R -LOIKYHAEE) OMENSIEHRE BB OBZRZEOEFELRHLTHERETICE
RELERIHTER BBEEOCERERDELSE(TEGY, EOREERIZEITERT D RAHEo1=,

ECHM FHEAOTFTVAILRADEZETEN L6 A FIFTHETHREFAKELY ., HIEERITohGRRA KRS, EiR
ALKIBIZEEESNT=, TN TH, LOIKYHARADA B THRE L - BRRICERERT. 12AICERSE 1=,

SELEHAIRBERT T, MROBEERA(LLHEZ)SA(16) =2F =[FIRELLNEAELN T THE=D
DEFTHREE . SNLhof=1, BATE (WEI)SA(17) =2F=[F AN EbHoT=hY, MEBLEASIEST-]
ERER (VAR FEE)SA(6) =28 = REDEFNEF oL DETHSE-1E5ET-,

o https://www.sankei.com/life/news/210122/1if2101220057-n1.html
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