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Article:

EDITORIAL | Int’l Community Must Do Everything to Restore Civilian
Rule in Myanmar

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

In the wake of the coup d’etat carried out by the armed forces in Myanmar,
the de facto leader of the government, Aung San Suu Kyi, remains under
house arrest.

In response, demonstrations against the military’s actions are staged daily in
various parts of the country. Even Buddhist monks have joined the protests. In
a country where 90% of the population are devout Buddhists, their influence
on public opinion should not be underestimated. Moreover, doctors, bank
employees, public servants, and other professionals have reportedly
abandoned their workplaces as the civil disobedience movement gathers
steam.

The majority of Myanmar’s people clearly do not support the coup.
Myanmar’s military must release Suu Kyi and other detainees and return
power to a democratic order.

The military junta says that Suu Kyi is under suspicion of having illegally
imported and used walkie-talkies. She is now reportedly facing additional
charges which would allow her to be detained indefinitely.

The junta has taken great pains to say that the arrests are legally justified. But
they are only fooling themselves if they think the people of Myanmar and the
international community will accept this preposterous claim. Little wonder
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson scoffed at the new charges against Suu
Kyi as “fabricated.”

A military spokesman has criticized the protest movement as a trigger for
violence. Armored military vehicles have appeared on the streets of Yangon,
Myanmar’s largest city. In the past there had been tragic cases of military
forces firing indiscriminately on demonstrators. The military must not again
resort to violence to maintain power.

[GO TO THE NEXT PAGE]
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Anti-coup protesters face a row of riot police in Yangon, Myanmar Friday, Feb. 19, 2021.
The daily protests campaigning for civil disobedience in Myanmar are increasingly focusing
on businesses and government institutions that sustain the economy. (AP Photo)

The military ruled Myanmar for half a century following the 1960s. No doubt the junta is
convinced that it can once again rely on brute force to suppress the demonstrations.

However, the citizens who have now taken to the streets to protest have experienced close
to a decade of civilian government. And it was the shift to civilian government that led to
the lifting of sanctions on Myanmar by Western nations and the subsequent opening up of
the country. Hopefully, the military will reconsider and take these facts into account.

Keeping the detainees locked up for a prolonged period is totally unacceptable. The
international community must do everything it can to curb the Myanmar military’s use of
force, while working for the restoration of a democratic political order in that country.

It is incredible that China and Russia refuse to label the events transpiring in Myanmar as a
coup d’etat. Likewise, the Myanmar military itself adamantly claims that it is “not a coup.”

With China and Russia holding permanent seats in the United Nations Security Council, that
body has limited its response to press reports to statements that do not use the terms
“coup d’etat” or “criticism.” Nor does it incorporate the resolution calling for Suu Kyi’s
release issued by the U.N. Human Rights Council.

Myanmar shares a border with China and is important geopolitically as an outlet to the
Indian Ocean. It must be aware of the constant pressure coming from Chinese
expansionism. In recent years, Myanmar has tried to distance itself somewhat from its
giant northern neighbor, no doubt due to concerns about becoming overly dependent on
China.

If even so the junta is now looking to China for support, that would amount to an
unforgivable betrayal of the people of Myanmar.

Source: EDITORIAL | Int’l Community Must Do Everything to Restore Civilian Rule in Myanmar
https://japan-forward.com/editorial-intl-community-must-do-everything-to-restore-civilian-rule-in-myanmar/
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. underestimate ;&/DEE T 5. (BOMHEEEE) ERIVESRELS
You'll probably win first place, but still you should not underestimate your rivals.

2. reportedly (Za—RBETIMBALNDIEZAIZKDE, ~THIEHRESNTINDS
He left Japan 10 years ago and is reportedly living in Australia now.

3. fool someone ~(AN)EEET . B TEMT . MSHS, IEMT B
When | used to think that I'd keep my young, girlish figure forever, | was really fooling myself.

3. take ~ into account/take into account ~ ~ZZE&E-HEICAND
We'll take your years of loyal service into account when we make our final decision.

4. issued by ~[Ck>THEA{SINL - X_INH-RITShD
You need a study permit issued by Citizenship and Immigration Canada to go to a school for

more than 6 months in Canada.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. Who has been kept under house arrest after the coup d’etat?
2.How do people in Myanmar express their protest against the coup?

3.What does the author of the article think is a difference between the
people in Myanmar 10 years ago and this time?

4.How has Myanmar tried to change the relationship with China recent
years?

AEM (&, —MEEEND /S T A D— RHEEHE, $RSHERTSIILLDHEEZET. ERE1 OS2 IBRRUEMRELTLET,
THR bOFETERE - METERZE<ELET,



o TESR Weekly News Digest

— N/ e A N = o~ s
s X [@JAPANForward

4 BEFEmERS:
[(E3R] Sv>V—1FE X— - F—REHEREX

EENI—TEA—%RIL-Svy U Y—T. EXZLOBFNY T THAT O Yo A— F—ERBER D KR
HEELNTLND,

BIoH9 5B T ELERETITON, EROFAB LGB EDEE THFEKICKELZE SN
EREOBRELITEICMbOO -, EEVRITAE. AFREOMNBISERET ST RIGES LI KRL TS,

ERORENI—TE—E2XHL TGN EFBALIT, BEFRA— F—EKOMDMRELMEMRL. EHE
REARFCRSLFNIEESLN,

A—F—RICIEEBHTZRITMALERLZERVDHDLLEND ., AFHRUNEFIZADOBEETLEHR
BENT=ELD,

HETEICA(D2E) oHAREEEVELDESIA. ChTERVERHESNMTETEEEATLDSD
BHBETHS, [TobEIFI(Cav Yo EER) E—BEhTEAHDFEL,

BEREE XM MBETHNRNESISEIL TV IEMBIL, FAREBH VY I UGETEREARRBALTL
5. BEICIITEBRANDRIBENIBELH o=, BXBITERYBLTIEILLRL,

1960F R LR, BEFHFHEILITH=Y. S oY —EXEL . SEMBE NI >THSZRADHHERELT
WBD1E55,

A, HIEETHE T D AR LT10FEVWXRMGERER Lz, REBETRRGEDHELAEM N, B
FMNZELROTVD, BFERDTHLL=L,

HRORBHIEEIEEFSAEGED, B REEO QDOTELZELEL. REARFHADOERICEIT. EHhEZETE
(T IEASEL,

FUBLEOEFECOLTNCOEEREBEI—T 32— 1 EFIFREN R BRI —T2—TIEiEL &
ELVE-TLVS,

PBAAN—DEELREREEER(IREFAZHLETT, £2I2BE—T42—10M EH 137%6<,
AEEESORBICLRYAENGH O,

PEEEBEEEL. AVREAOHDOICH D3I v v—IE RO EAZINTH>TLSIE T, HE, F
ELEHMERAIELHA DX BEMKFDREISEER LN TIIELDS,

ENTH PEDHEEZHFT H45. ChZERICHTHHLN-VLRNYTHS,

88 : https://www.sankei.com/column/news/210218/cim2102180003-n1.html
[EE] Sv>ov—E8 X—- - F—REMRBEX
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