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Article:
[Corona ni Makeruna] Exports of Luxury Sake Flourish, Especially to
Affluent Classes in Asia

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

Exports of premium sake from Japan made using sophisticated techniques are going
smoothly.

The quantity of sake exported in 2020 has fallen for the second year due to pandemic-related
reasons such as less demand among Japanese restaurants, but the export value increased to
a new high for the 11th year running.

Notably, “drink-at-home” demand among the affluent classes in Asia has risen for luxury sake
such as Daiginjo. Daiginjo has a refined taste, and a rice polishing rate of at least 50%.

Moreover, improved techniques surrounding quality control have facilitated the export of
sake. The domestic market may be struggling due to the state of emergency across parts of
Japan, but the overseas market is thriving.

According to the Ministry of Finance, the amount of sake exported from Japan decreased by
12.7% in 2020 compared to 2019, but the value increased by 3.1%. These statistics suggest
that sake fans overseas are favoring quality over quantity.

In particular, the export value increased significantly in Hong Kong and China. The export
value in the U.S., which had been the top importer for many years, decreased by 25.0% to 5.1
billion yen, but the value increased by 56.7% to 6.2 billion yen in Hong Kong and 15.8% to 5.8
billion yen in China. As a result, both Hong Kong and China overtook the U.S.

“U.S. demand for sake is centered around Japanese restaurants, so restrictions on going out
in the U.S. due to COVID-19 has meant that demand has fallen,” explained Hitoshi
Utsunomiya of the Japan Sake and Shochu Makers Association.

On the situation in Hong Kong and China, Utsunomiya added: “There are many occasions for
drinking at home, and the demand for luxury sake has increased rapidly to compensate for
not being able to travel due to the pandemic.”

[GO TO THE NEXT PAGE]
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The sake expert also thinks that a stronger sense of being near the end of the
pandemic tunnel in Hong Kong and China, compared to the U.S. and Europe,
has boosted demand in those regions.

Another factor behind the trend is improved transportation technology. Sake
from Japan is often exported slowly via ship, and heat-treated to prevent
deterioration, at the expense of taste.

Until recently, it had been difficult to transport fresh sake without performing
heat treatment. However, the introduction of instant cooling technology in
recent years has solved this issue, making the export of sake with high added
value from Japan possible.

The Japanese government itself has been trying to boost sake exports, by
expanding online shopping and tasting events, and focusing on sake in an
export strategy put together in 2020.

In addition, it is expected that the abolition of tariffs on sake in many

Countries—due to economic partnership agreements such as the Trans-Pacific
Partnership—will lead to even better sake-export statistics in the future.

Source: [Corona ni Makerunal Exports of Luxury Sake Flourish, Especially to Affluent Classes in Asia
https://japan-forward.com/corona-ni-makeruna-exports-of-luxury-sake-flourish-especially-to-affluent-classes-in-asia/
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. such as BIZ(E~D&57%, fleZFrE~HE
There are many religions, such as Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, and Islam.

2. struggle

(LI EST 5 EREMT S,
(BHEHRENSEELESL)EN-HHK, BRIT . hERVES

I had been struggling with alcohol addiction for a long time.

3. compensate 2HEHEET L. YL\ ELS, METS. BRTS
Victims of the crash will be compensated for their injuries.

4. compared to(with) ~ ~ & EHELT, ~EHERBE
The pricing of private brand product are usually cheaper compared to name brands.

5.lead to ~ ~I2E S, ~%5IEZRIT, ~(BBLGE)EBL ~I22LM%
This new technology could lead to reduction in medical costs and improvement in health care.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What happened to the export value in 2020 while the quantity of sake
exported has fallen?

2. In which area can we see the phenomenon above particularly?
3. What is the other factor that is possibly making this trend happen?

4. Is the export of sake expected to grow even more in the future? And
why/why not?
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4  BAEEELE :
=REAEOHL. JOFRATEVWE. PST7OEREREILKX

AT SR BRBEOEME A TR HEIOFT VAL AN R R TEEZRSSH . MBLANS VAT
DELAHGZET. FEDBRBEOREEF2FEHRTHD LIz, — A BHEH I 11 FERTBERSEEH
o BMDIAEX S ULEE MREDGILERGEBECENTOTDERB DI RRHA I FEERAT-. REE
BO#LWVBXRBOMHZATRICLERMTERFLERALL. RRZRESOFRNTTELCERIZRLTESM T
1SITBEEL TS,

HBEDESZREIZESE. TH2HEOBXRBEDHEBIFATFLL12- 7% BEFRLRAATZH, BIHEEEIEL3-1%
BIZEBEUY, BAOERENEIYIEZRODERMNEE T,

BICKIELTHESEOHRUVERE-ONEERLDEL, MEFTREI1MEHFLTO = XKEN25-0%F (£
2850 7BA) NELRAATEDIZH L, FiEIL56-7%1#E (61-7EM) . PEIL15-8%1E (57-9EA) LT TN
2L KEEIRWLTI4GL. 2467ICBY =,

BABEHEHREOFHRECEZLITREOBXERZIMELANSUAHLT, AHMAFIRSn 00 F
DFEZBCR T EER . HLTEECPERIRTHROEEA S, 0T M TRITEEZRLOHGEN21=2.
MEDEWEDEEABIALIZIED T Do MA T, BRRIZLERIOFTDURIZECHEA DT ELEBLE
[ZTE2=EH TS,

SHIZEYLEDITEERMTOERT, @iHIN 2 BRBIIRUB OMEE N ZL, SIEEHS AN (DD
B)LELOAEFRE, Z0EH. KANEBTHELTRHOVLDIAFEONEFIGERETEOHLIVEDE L IR
ot A EE IR AN GELEHTACET. FOEREEMAR, LY NEEOS O AXEDHH
ZHAREICLT=,

BRFISEEREL-EMKEY - BEROWMBEILKICA T -ETHE CTERBELEARKBICERELTEY. @R
PHREREDOIERGEMHBHEBIBLEL TS BT FEIEMRFEEGE (TPP)REDRFEEHEDHE
HTEHRBEOHEEBRASDETHESNI-CET, SERISOICHBIEXKIZIHEADMNDEHFEIN TS,

8t : https://www.sankei.com/economy/news/210207/ecn2102070005-n1.html
ERAXBEOELY. JOFHATEWVE., P>F7DEREREILX
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