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Article:

Honda Launches World’s First Level-3 Self-driving Car

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

Honda announced on March 4 that it’s luxury sedan “Legend” is the world’s
first passenger vehicle to hit the market equipped with “level-3 autonomous
driving technology.”

The company hopes that the cutting edge technology of the level-3
autonomous vehicle will enhance its presence in the auto world. Honda is
promoting the Legend’s capability of booting up its self-driving system when
the vehicle is in congested traffic on an expressway.

Overseas rivals are also wrestling with programs for upgrading autonomous
driving technologies, and the competition is becoming increasingly fierce.

Honda is aware of the urgent need to accelerate its electric vehicle (EV)
development, which has fallen behind overseas competitors. Of key
significance to Honda’s survival will be its success or failure in establishing the
image of “Honda worthiness.” It is a new goal that Toshihiro Mibe, the
company’s executive managing director, has called for. Mibe is to be promoted
to the position of the company’s president in April.

Honda has made a series of decisions on closure and consolidation of
manufacturing plants at home and abroad under the leadership of current
present Takahiro Hachigo, with the aim of resuscitating sapped profitability of
the firm’s automobile business. This follows the failure of the expansion
strategy pursued by former president Takanobu Ito, who is currently a senior
adviser to the company.

Meanwhile, Honda has been investing ample resources in research and
development, including next-generation technologies, increasing the budget
for three years straight from March 2018. The R&D expenditures in March
2020 stood at ¥821.4 billion (57.58 billion USD), a 23% rise from March 2015,
before Hachigo took over as company president.

[GO TO THE NEXT PAGE]
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In April 2020, Honda released its humanoid robot “ASIMO” and reorganized its research
and development subsidiary, headed by Mr. Mibe. Product development for leading-edge
automobile technologies was brought under the direct supervision of the Honda head
office.

Pride in the Safety of the New Legend

The launch of the Legend with the level-3 functions for control of acceleration, braking, and
steering is a major achievement of these organizational reforms.

When it comes to a comparison of Honda with rival firms, Yoichi Sugimoto, executive chief
engineer of Honda’s R&D Company, likens Honda to the tortoise in Aesop’s Fables, and
competing companies to the hare.

“Honda has a corporate culture focused on safety with sincere and straightforward honesty.
As a consequence, we have been able to overtake the hare,” he notes with confidence.

Kimiyoshi Teratani, an executive officer of Honda, echoes that pride, saying, “It is of great
significance for us to be able to demonstrate the superior level of our technologies, which
elevate the value of our brand.”

Be that as it may, Honda cannot be complacent. Mercedes-Benz of Germany is scheduled to
release level-3 capable vehicles later in 2021. Moreover, Ford Motor Co. of the United
States plans to bring its level-4 autonomous driving technology vehicles — capable of all
driving tasks without human intervention within a limited area — onto the market by the
end of 2021. China is also keen to put its autonomous driving technology to practical use by
2025.

Honda’s major challenges under Mibe’s presidency will be vehicle electrification, along with
autonomous driving technology. Honda has set the goal of making electric cars account for
two thirds of its four-wheeled vehicle sales by 2030, but envisions that most of the vehicles
would be hybrid (HV) gas-and-electric-powered cars. However, the shift to EVs by China, the
U.S., and European carmakers puts Honda at risk of being left behind by the global
competition.

Source:Honda Launches World’s First Level-3 Self-driving Car
https://japan-forward.com/honda-launches-worlds-first-level-3-self-driving-car/
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. hit the market Tii&ICH 5
When the iPod first hit the market in 2001, it could only work with Mac computers.

2.fall behind #hEMW5. % TS

If you don’t stay ahead of your competition, you’re invariably going to fall behind.

3.when it comes to ~DZ&(ZH5HE
I am a radical in political and social ways, but I’'m such a conservative when it comes to technology.

4.be that asit may =X TNMESLEELTE, TNIFELHKEL T, TNIEFSTHE. LWThIZE LK
But be that as it may, it happened and it’s the yesterday’s affair.

5.be keen to ~L1={THFELH\, ~FTHILERIDICED
He is keen to emphasize that karate is about far more than sport.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What technology makes “Legend” the first passenger vehicle that
became available for purchase?

2.When is Honda aiming to achieve the goal of making electric cars account
for two thirds of its for-wheeled vehicle sales?

3.Do you think Honda will fall behind if they don’t shift their focus from
Hybrid to EV more drastically?

4.Would you like to own a self-driving car? Why / Why not?
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RUSMN3A4E. TRETEERNELLILALIIDBBELKMEEE#EL-EREF U TLOIVR IO
REEHRRLI, SRERTOEFRICORATLNETEZESIEETRITNZETE—ILL. BRIEXATHE
AREEOIRBRICLEVWERL, L, BN ZLEHBEERMOSELICRYMA, BFEEHLL, H
ENSERBBE(EV)FEROMELESND, 4BICHRICEETIZEH(AN)BEEBINBIETHI-G
RO LLE I DRIENEEEKY DREES.

J\NEBRE AT RAAH T DAL F L, BT ROFREMERZHEDIERBRD LB TIRBEAIMET L
MEREFREZILTEI =6, BRSO THEORAHECENEZRDT-,

—A. R BEMEEOMERREIIFEIRL., FRIOEIAHMNSIFELETEM, FF2FEIAHIX
INBEOHRMIETDOTR27EIRHALLT23%IEM8214{EMIZLo1=,

HE4BIZIE, EFEIORYINASIMO(TZLE) IREDRGEEH L, ZHEAHREEFTIMEFS
HOAXBARMAEFRZER. RNEHOERFARBEEZR S RRIZBEL., EHRTOMEARIEH LS
1=,

LAILSHEEZREL-L OV FDRFTIF. OLEREDREGHREVZ TS,

AARBAEFROEERE—TITEITATF—IIVSZFIEROAET DA, et ETHO Y X [2f=&

ZJRUFIZIEREICTOVTIZER, REICIVBO SUELNH D, FERMIZO YT EBLBT IENTES ]
EBIEETRLI=,

RO DFARBBITHEEBN-B#iZRL. TEMEITSURMEFHFZS=OICLERFIKREL LR
1=

EIEWZ, RIEBEFLTUOONEWD, AL ETR-ROVESEREICLARLIH G ELERKETIFER, £
ATYTEBRET AHEREEH T TRLEEEENTEALAILALIZDNTH, X T+—K-F—42—1ER
DERERER%E. PEL25(SM7) FETICERLEBET.

ZEMATHITIE, BENERLUN THLEREAKRELRBE LD, R F (E30(HF112) FEFTICMEwRIRTEDI
DD2EBHELT DEFE/ITEIN, EITNATVIFEHV)EBELTE -, PE. BRBHNEVI T
MLEY DA, HRDBRNORMYESINDIBELH S
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