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1 Article:
[Hidden Wonders of Japan] Take a Refreshing Pause at Shizuoka’s ‘Tea
Room in the Sky’

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

Green fields of tea — almost ready to be harvested — extend out across the mountain at an
altitude of 350 meters. Seat yourself on a wooden terrace built right into the middle of the
tea field, and enjoy your own monopoly on the view of fresh greenery that spreads out
below.

The “Tea Room in the Sky” (Houkouen) is on a terrace overhanging the steep slopes of the
tea fields in Shizuoka City’s Shimizu ward. It’s a popular spot for visitors where, depending on
the season and weather, you can see Mt. Fuji or a sea of clouds.

It is one of the Cha no Ma (Tea Rooms) offered at six green tea plantations in Shizuoka
Prefecture as an experiential attraction for tourists. The program lets you enjoy green tea
carefully selected from tea leaves harvested from the fields right in front of you. The project
started two years ago and has been enjoyed so far by about 3500 people, mostly in their 20s
and 30s.

The tea rooms are managed by the Suruga Marketing and Tourism Bureau (Shizuoka City),
which promotes tourism in the central part of Shizuoka Prefecture. Kyoka Suzuki, 28, who has
been involved in the program since its planning stages, says, “Having grown up drinking
Shizuoka’s green tea myself, | wanted to do something about the declining demand for tea
leaves. | hope that young people who are not familiar with drinking tea served in a teapot can
also learn how wonderful it can be.”

Becoming known as places where you can enjoy the great beauty of Nature, the Cha no Ma
they are popular as recreational spots where you can avoid the “Three Cs” (closed places,
close conversations and crowded spaces). Paloma Saizu, 24, who was visiting from Iwata City,
Shizuoka Prefecture says, “I was looking for ways to spend my off-days amid the coronavirus
outbreak. In the middle of Nature you’re surrounded by no one, which is so soothing, and the
tea is also delicious.”

Advance reservations are necessary.Although currently there are restrictions on visitors
coming from areas that are under a COVID-19 state of emergency, some of the tea room
terraces are fully booked a month in advance.

The newly discovered charm of tea drinking is becoming a trend in Shizuoka, a prefecture
known for green tea. The full experience can be enjoyed by using all five of your senses, while
listening to the birds chirping and feeling the winds blowing across the spectacular tea fields.

Source: [Hidden Wonders of Japan] Take a Refreshing Pause at Shizuoka’s “Tea Room in the Sky’
https:/japan-forward.com/hidden-wonders-of-japan-take-a-refreshing-pause-at-shizuokas-tea-room-in-the-sky/
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. depending on ~[Z&koTlE, ~RETIL, ~ICIELT

English accents vary depending on region and local ethnic influences.

2.sofar §ETDECH, CNETIC
We have had very positive feedback so far and many of them seem to think they would continue
buying the product regularly.

3. familiar with ~ ~[ZHELHDHB. ~I[ZHEHABLATINS, ~EBRHL TS, ~[ZFELTLS

He just kept bowing awkwardly as he was not familiar with the custom.

4. restriction on ~ ~[Zx3 2%

There is height restriction on buildings in the center of Kyoto City.

5.in advance BfH> T, HoML®H
People have to register in advance to vote in the upcoming election.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. Can people who spend time at “Tea Room in the Sky” see Mt.Fuji?
2. What age groups are most likely to visit there?

3. Should people make reservation if they want to enjoy drinking tea on
the tea room terraces?

4. Do you know any other places like “Tea Room in the Sky”, where you can
enjoy regional specialties and nature at the same time?

AEM (&, —MEEEND /S T A D— RHEEHE, $RSHERTSIILLDHEEZET. ERE1 OS2 IBRRUEMRELTLET,
THR bOFETERE - METERZE<ELET,



o TESR Weekly News Digest

soso 2 [@JAPANForward » BEAS SR

BelEpilus’ Za1—RATARBYS 3>

4  BA&EEERE :
HESORMT—ARDFR F#E [KZEDROME ]

IRFERIEDFRMHUIZEI50A—MLDWUBHWIZESAS BOEARICL DDA F-ARETSRIZENE, BRTITEA
SERERY HHTED,

FBETEKRICHAIREDFEDE I (BFECIFIS3ZAA)) FEAMBEOFRMBICEYHT KIGTIAT, FHieX
RICE O TIIELLLEBLRONDARDIBZH,

BHEERNCHFTDOFEMATIRELTWAHREBRTOSSLTZOMIO—DT, HORDMHETEN-REISEEL-H
EMELDHS, 2F/NIZIRFEY., ThFET20, 30RZHFDIZHI500 AN F AL TS,
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HHELND,
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