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1 Article:
EDITORIAL | Like the U.S., Japan Must Quickly Approve Drug for
Alzheimer’s

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

On June 7, the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved aducanumab, a
treatment for Alzheimer’s disease produced by Japanese pharmaceutical giant Eisai and
American biopharmaceutical giant Biogen.

It is the first medicine that aims to prevent the progression of the disease by targeting the
mechanism of the disease. In the United States, it is the first treatment for Alzheimer’s
approved since 2003.

Until now, the only medicines available were to treat symptoms, and patients and their
families were eagerly awaiting a drug that would cure the disease. This is the first step
towards that goal. We, along with the patients, are pleased with this news.

In Japan as well, an application for approval was submitted to the Ministry of Health, Labor,
and Welfare in December 2020. Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato expressed his
expectations and said that, if used in Japan, the treatment will contribute to the goals
outlined in the Framework for Promoting Dementia Care, which include preventing the
disease and supporting those with Alzheimer’s.

Approval could be announced as soon as within 2021. We hope for a swift judgment.

This treatment works for people in the early stages of Alzheimer’s and for people with mild
cognitive impairment, a precursor to the disease. Dementia that is not Alzheimer’s and those
in advanced stages are not eligible. The treatment is administered once a month via
intravenous drip.

Alzheimer’s disease occurs when a protein called amyloid beta accumulates in the brain and
destroys nerve cells and causes cognitive decline.

In a clinical trial conducted during the approval process, it was found that the amount of this
protein decreased after the treatment was used for a year and a half. However,
improvements in cognitive function were limited.

This was a problem in the approval process as well, and the FDA, while approving the drug in
consideration of the seriousness of the disease, also requested the implementation of
additional studies to prove its clinical usefulness. Depending on the results, they may
withdraw their approval. We are observing this process with hope.
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1 Article:
EDITORIAL | Like the U.S., Japan Must Quickly Approve Drug for
Alzheimer’s

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

The development of treatments for dementia has been difficult worldwide. As
pharmaceutical companies continue to withdraw from the effort, those manufacturers who
have maintained their intentions to develop a treatment are highly valued.

The cost of this treatment will be roughly ¥ 6.1 million JPY (555,400 USD) per patient per
year. Unlike in the U.S., if the treatment is approved in Japan, it can be used under the
National Health Insurance system.

However, in 2020, the number of dementia patients in Japan was about 6 million, of which
just under 70% were Alzheimer’s patients. Even a small percentage of those patients using
the treatment would cost on the scale of hundreds of billions of JPY (billions of USD).
Determining who will be eligible for the treatment and reducing the price are important
considerations.

Source: EDITORIAL | Like the U.S., Japan Must Quickly Approve Drug for Alzheimer’s
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. aim to ~ ~ZB#R¢L TS, ~[HWEZEDH TS
These treatments aim to reduce the frequency and severity of asthma attacks .

2. symptom (BESRBED)AEIR, JEIR
Common symptoms of COVID-19 to watch out for are as follows.

3. cognitive impairment B kHSEEIEE
Is it true that heading the ball in soccer may result in chronic cognitive impairment?

4. eligible (ZMI(C) @&, BI&EN®DD. (B(ENDAELT)EFLWV-HZEDULL, ~(HET D, tHnD
They will be eligible to permanent residence after living five years in the country.

5. maintain (BMERER)IFHR TS, (RVMARBIC)HEIFITS
We need to maintain high standards of security.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. How is this new treatment different form all other medicines available now?
2. When could it be approved in Japan?
3. What seems to be a problem in the approval process?

4. There are clinical trials performed in human volunteers. Would you ever
take part in drug trials? Why/Why not?
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KEGEERRB (FOA)N, BRORBERFI—HAERNAFTEEGKKFNAADIUARAELETILYNAT
—ROBBRETTaAHXTT 12 AR AR L=,

RENECEBOLEAIZ@BEN T T, ETOEBEEE-NOTOETH S, KETIE2003F UKD T ILY
NI —FEREORRL,

CNFETIEEREIGELIG BEOPREFEREZNAT IEEZFEDOU TNV, TORID—FTHS. &
BELBITHIBEEUL,

HATHLIEE12AICEESBEICRERENHEN-. NMEBEEERERINBATEER LS NIE, FBHE
TERHEEREN BT ORELTFHOHEICLE T S ILHAFRERL=,

BHNEERNITLEZBOAENATENS, AFEICEEZLTELLM =LY,

COERMDIE, FILIYNAT—RDNEADAS, CORKDFERBEICU=-2BEZMEZD AL, TILYINA
Y—RCRVBAERL., E#ITLEAIR RN LGS, A1RAETERESNS,

TILINAR—EIE, BRICEBEINI7IONR—E2 | EFENDE0 /1 VENHEMEEIEL. ZBAEEDIE
TZIEEIT ESND,

ARBD=OIITONBR TR ANFELDOERATIORTLIV N\ VEZRLT MR SNT=, 1212, BEICR
NEBAMEREDREMNR LR EM= o1,

ARBTHLIDRAREIZEY ., FDAIKKEDRZISHLEICERBLTEAR T HERFFIC, BRK LDHERMZIRAT S
EBMRBROREE RO, HRRETEKAOHELHYFIHET D FEELO>TRSFYLY,

FREE DA ER R IR CHML TE 1z, HEZHOBEBAKKP THEDESEZE L= A—H—DHRYE
E Ty ()

SEOEREENOERTEE I ALALYERNG10TALRAEEINS, KEDHIEELRLY . BARTIEERHA KR
NHEERERIRT THESZENTES,

=12, BRIZE T ARMEEREDOBIIRHN2ETHE00FANEHETE SN, SBTEBN T ILYNAT—IRIE, TDH
NTHLHTEARREGD, HREORER. MK5IETITOEHGELREEL S,

st ZIWYNY—A FaREOEFEZIEIC
https://www.sankei.com/article/20210613-DQ5SBYEMUVICVGEPSCSB2NM3PM/
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