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1 Article:
[Hidden Wonders of Japan] Ueno Zoo’s Twin Panda Cubs are So Adorable
and So Hard to Name!

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

The time to name Ueno Zoo's twin panda cubs is fast approaching, and it’s a much bigger job than you
might expect. The zoo announced on August 26 that they received 192,712 name suggestions from the
public for the giant panda cubs born on June 23.

This time, the zoo received 188,720 name ideas for the twins via Internet submission and 3,992 via
suggestion boxes placed at the park. This may seem a lot, but is actually fewer than when their older sister,
Xiang Xiang was born four years ago, and the public provided 322,581 name suggestions.

A naming committee consisting of six members, including television personality Tetsuko Kuroyanagi and
music critic Reiko Yukawa, have been appointed to narrow down options for the cubs. They will meet at
the end of September, 2021.

Based on their recommendations, Tokyo will decide on the two names and announce them in mid-
October.

According to the zoo, the twins are three months old and in good health. Measured on the 90-day
anniversary of their birth, the female weighed 5.2 kg and the male 5 kg, both up markedly from their birth
weights of 146 grams and 142 grams, respectively.

Source : [Hidden Wonders of Japan] Ueno Zoo’s Twin Panda Cubs are So Adorable and So Hard to Name!
https://japan-forward.com/hidden-wonders-of-japan-ueno-zoos-twin-panda-cubs-are-so-adorable-and-so-hard-to-name/
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. adorable ~BIZ50L L\, B(BLL), BITAE

She has really adorable two-year-old daughter.

2. name &{333., ZEIE%ElFS

We are going to name our first son after my grandfather.

3. consist of ~ ~TiBlkEND. ~Dh5HD

Their full course dinner consists of 1 main course, 2 different side dishes, and 1 dessert.

4. narrow down / narrow ~ down ({Z#EIRE% )EDIADL. EEBE%ZBETS

We narrowed the list of candidates down from ten to three.

5. respectively Theh. —DU0¢D. &4

According to the survey, Hokkaido and Kyoto placed first and second respectively in the ranking.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. How did Ueno Zoo accept name suggestions besides via Internet?
2. When will we know the names of the twin panda cubs?

3. Have you ever seen pandas? If “Yes,” where? and how were they?
If “No”, would you like to see them sometime?

4. What names can you think of for panda cubs?
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