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Article : Tokushima’s Colorful Summer Dance Festival is Back!

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

The Shikoku town of Tokushima is creating a new committee to plan and fund the iconic Awa Odori,
bringing back its festivities after two years of COVID-19 uncertainties.

Summer festivals and Awa Odori are often thought of in tandem, especially in the Shikoku town of
Tokushima, which boasts one of the most famous festivals featuring the traditional Japanese dancing. The
warm nights of the season invite the colorful footwork and graceful hands of trained experts and
townspeople, alike. Yet, the talents that go into production have been threatened by the impact of COVID-
19, which shut down many festivals over the past two years.

One town is fighting back. Tokushima, located on the eastern corner of Shikoku Island, created an
executive committee specifically “for the future of Awa Odori.”

The new organization, set up by Tokushima City and the local business community, is solely focused on
supporting the festival. The first meeting, held April 8, discussed the scale of the town’s 2022 festivities,
the likely costs and sources for its income, and the COVID-19 situation.

The city announced in February that it will hold the 2022 Awa Odori Dance Festival outdoors from August
12 to 15, during the Buddhist obon festival for honoring the dead. Barring any large-scale explosion in the
number of infections, the city confirmed that it would set up two areas for viewing the event, one paid and
the other free.

The seating capacity would be held to about 60% of capacity. Tickets sales for seats, part of the
fundraising, will open from late June.

The city tourism association had run the festival activities including Tokushima’s Awa Odori festival, for
years. However, the association went bankrupt after its large cumulative deficit became public, and a
private consortium has been in charge of its operation since 2019.

Moreover, the consortium and the business group involved in the festival had clashed over who should
shoulder the financial burden caused by the cancellation of the festival for two years due to the pandemic.
This prompted Mayor Sawako Naito to dissolve the group and set up a new one.

Since 2020 the city has been the sole sponsor of the 3-day shortened version of the event.

Source: Tokushima’s Colorful Summer Dance Festival is Back!
apan-forward.com/corona-ni-makeruna-tokushimas-colorful-summer-dance-festival-is-back/
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. graceful EH#%G. EBEG. LRE. mDHS
= Penguins look clumsy on land, but they are graceful swimmers underwater.

2. threatened #ERDBNAHHKETHL. FRABSAFENTNS, BIRANES>TLS, ENSN TS
- Toki is listed as threatened species.

3. fundraising FFHEROD. EEEHD
- They are organizing many fundraising events to help disaster victims.

4.shoulder a/the burden EfRZ&EHS5. B18%iES
- After her father died, his daughter had to shoulder the burden of running the business.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. Why were many festivals cancelled over the past two years?
2. When will Awa Odori Dance Festival take place in 2022?
3. Have you participated any dance festivals?

4. Which festival would you recommend to go?
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