o TESR < Weekly News Digest
sty X [@JAPANForward __ Eer ST Ess

=H2lEplus’

Article :
1 [Hidden Wonders of Japan]
Where Baseball Began in the Land of Samurai

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

Only a minute's walk from Jinbocho Station in Tokyo is a monument of a catcher's hand, commemorating
the start of baseball in Japan.

| was walking in front of Gakushikaikan in Tokyo's Chiyoda Ward when | noticed someone's right hand
poised to throw a ball at me. Instinctively, | braced myself. However, upon closer inspection, | discovered
that this "hand" was made of bronze, stood about 2 m (6.6 ft) tall, and held an enormous baseball.

The monument was erected in 2003 to commemorate Horace Wilson's induction into the Japanese
Baseball Hall of Fame. Wilson was an American teacher who introduced baseball to Japan in 1872. Because
the sculpture represents the "birthplace" of Japanese baseball, many baseball players come here to take
photos.

| also found out that the statue depicts the moment of catching, not pitching. It signifies that Japan has
indeed received the sport of baseball from the United States. As if to reiterate this point, the ball is also a
globe, with a seam connecting the two countries.

Source : [Hidden Wonders of Japan] Where Baseball Began in the Land of Samurai
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1.commemorate (FFAGHESLEE) fid. BRI H. BETSH. (FEZ) LOS
* We should have a party to commemorate our 30th wedding anniversary.

2.braceoneself B#EZ 5. DOEFEZEZT 5. BIET S, [IIFLZE5IEHDHD
- When the press conference started, he braced himself for a lot of annoying questions.

3.findout (EX-FXGEE) RHY. AoMCT S, AT L. BRELDHD.
HEI 5. (BRLGENRANLKER) Hhd

* Let’s find out how this accident happened.

4.signify (RIBEOEELEE) 9. MbEd, EKT S, -L25
- We are trying to figure out what the marks on the ancient stones signify.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What did the author see when he was walking in front of Gakushikaikan?
2. What does the bronze baseball represent?
3. Do you play and/or watch any sports?

4. Why do you think baseball has become so popular in Japan?
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