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Article :
1 [Hidden Wonders of Japan]
Two Akita Dogs 'Working' in a Liquor Shop Go Viral

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

Akita dogs Umeko and Hakutake have been assisting their owner run a cozy liquor shop in one of the most
beautiful towns in Japan.

Two Akita dogs have gone viral on social media.

The viral video shows two dogs seemingly working as cashiers in Liquor Shop Takahashi, located in the
beautiful town of Kosaka in Akita Prefecture. They are two-year-old Umeko and one-year-old Hakutake,
working as adorable "shop assistants" to the store owner Nobue Takahashi.

The two white furry dogs often lie down by the cash register in the cozy liquor store. Umeko and Hakutake
live in the nature-rich town of Kosaka in northern Akita Prefecture, famous for its snowy weather and the
Akita breed of dogs.

Takahashi welcomed Umeko in September 2020 and began bringing the dog to her liquor shop. Umeko
soon started to move its paws around on the cash register, as if to imitate her owner. When Takahashi
posted a video of Umeko in February 2021 to liven up the store's Twitter page, it instantly went viral.

The comments came flooding in: "What a cute shop attendant!" "[The dog] almost seems like a person!“

The video now has over 1.4 million views. The other dog, Hakutake, shows no interest in the cash register
but warmly greets customers across the counter.

The shop's Twitter account was initially set up to promote products. But it is now filled with photos and
videos of the two dogs. Fans from all over Japan have been visiting the store.

With high hopes for Umeko and Hakutake, Takahashi says, "l would like to do whatever | can to help
revitalize the region."

Source : [Hidden Wonders of Japan] Two Akita Dogs "Working' in a Liquor Shop Go Viral
JAPAN Forward
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

lLrun EEJ L. BETD. £5. 7K. LZHT D

* After returning to my hometown, | would like to run a small business.

2. imitate 5. BE LT 5. FLEZTSH. (LIELIEESTITTAN) ELET S, HUE5.
(F— bR ETREAILE) BT S

= One of the best ways to improve your work is to imitate successful people.

3.goviral (f>2—xvy tLEOODZT) BFERIVBRICLEEDS - 8T 5. /AXD

- The research shows that fake news are more likely to go viral than real news.

4. initially Z%). &#I<

- The even was initially scheduled for June 15th, but it was postponed due to the pandemic.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What kind of behavior of the dog caught many people’s attention?
2. What does the shop owner hope from the popularity of the dogs?
3. Areyou adog person or cat person?

4. Do you know any videos that went viral in Japan recently?
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