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Article :
Know the Rules, Avoid Electric Kick Scooter Accidents

Directions: Read the following article aloud.
AR—DFHA- 1 —REBHFEFZEHL-EXTY,

Japan is facing a lack of awareness regarding new regulations for electric kick scooter users.

There was an accident where an electric kick scooter collided with a truck at an intersection in Osaka.
The 33-year-old male riding the electric kick scooter was found to have alcohol levels exceeding the legal
limit, and it appears that he was not wearing a helmet. Fortunately, no injuries were reported.

The revised Road Traffic Act now includes electric kick scooters in the category of "specified small
motorized bicycles." To use the roadways, they must adhere to specific criteria, including a maximum
speed of 20 km/hour and a ban on operation by individuals under 16 years old.

Wearing helmets is now mandatory, and traffic violations can result in fines.

While riding in the left lane of the road is the general rule, riding on the sidewalk is permitted under
certain conditions, but at a maximum speed of 6 kilometers per hour and with a flashing green light
displayed.

Ensuring that these detailed rules are well-known among electric scooter users, drivers, and pedestrians is
crucial.

However, the road traffic laws for bicycles, which are similar to the regulations for electric scooters, are
also not widely understood. The potential dangers of operating electric kick scooters without helmets, due
to their small wheels and lack of stability, are concerning for both road users and pedestrians. Electric
scooters are operated without a license by individuals aged 16 and older, including the elderly, but this
freedom requires responsible adherence to safety measures.

According to the National Police Agency, there have been 88 reported collisions involving electric scooters
from January 2020 to May 2023, resulting in 91 injuries. Tragic accidents, such as one in Tokyo where an
intoxicated electric scooter rider lost his life, emphasize the importance of safety precautions. Despite the
convenience and environmental benefits of electric scooters, their successful integration into society
depends on ensuring the safety and peace of mind of all stakeholders.

Source : Know the Rules, Avoid Electric Kick Scooter Accidents
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
l.face EEY 4. HFS S, iLb@AD. (~DEIICEEZE) MITH, ~ICALTLS

Families should be able to communicate openly and face any problems together.
2.revised WESNT=, BEShT=, WETShi=

The architect presented the revised design, incorporating the client's feedback.

3. adhere to (RAl. E&%)BFEIZFS - XHFFT 5. FERDBARICEITT S, BIONETS -EETS

Our company strictly adheres to a quality standard to ensure that all our products meet the
highest level of customer satisfaction.

4.crucial EhLOTEE - EXG. (BHEOEEAZ L) REMG. EZEET D

Proper training and preparation are crucial for athletes before participating in a major
competition.

5.peace of mind %y, DOFEM - FR-P&Y

Having comprehensive insurance coverage gives me peace of mind whenever | travel.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What is the main issue that Japan is facing concerning electric kick scooters?

2. What are some of the new regulations for electric kick scooters under the
revised Road Traffic Act?

3. Have you ever used or seen electric kick scooters in your area?
4. What are your thoughts on their convenience and environmental benefits?

5. How important do you think is it for users, drivers, and pedestrians to be aware
of the new regulations for electric kick scooters?
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