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Article :
Summer Festivals: What's Behind the New Strategy of Premium Seats

Directions: Read the following article aloud.
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Summer festivals in Japan are adopting a new strategy of selling premium seats to cater to inbound
foreign tourists. These exclusive seats offer added value and come with high prices.

Kyoto's Gion Matsuri now offers premium seats for the Yamahoko Junko floats procession, priced at up to
¥400,000 JPY per ticket. They consisted of 84 Japanese-style seats set up on a one-meter tall pedestal,
with low chairs on tatami mats. Buyers enjoyed the Tsujimawashi in front of their eyes while they feasted
on Kyoto obanzai cuisine and drinks, including alcohol. Earphone guidance in English and Chinese was also
provided to explain the festival.

Tokushima's Awa Odori Festival has introduced high-end stand seats at ¥200,000 JPY per seat. The stand
seats provide buyers with a close-up view of the dancers. In addition to enjoying local sake and Tokushima
chicken, there will also be an English interpreter available.

Aomori Prefecture's Nebuta Matsuri offers VIP seats for ¥1 million JPY per group of up to eight viewers .
Spectators in these seats will see the Nebuta floats pass in front of them from spacious seats in the stand.
A Nebuta artist's real-time commentary is included in the service. So is delicious local food and an
exclusive concierge.

Despite skepticism about the costs, the strategy has proven successful, benefiting local economies and
festival organizers. Experts believe premium seats serve as a form of sponsorship funding for festivals.
With the worst of the pandemic behind them, festival organizers see this as a way to diversify and meet
the needs of inbound travelers. They expect premium seats to remain a prominent feature in future
summer festivals.

Source : Summer Festivals: What's Behind the New Strategy of Premium Seats
JAPAN Forward
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. adopt
BAT S, FAYTSH. (BREELT BS 8BRS, BFICTSH. FELGEZR) HIZDITS

As a response to changing market demands,
the company is considering whether to adopt new technologies for production.

2.caterto ~ (ZFE-EXHE10) LD - ®MET S, (BE-H—ERGER) MR- 2—4F v MIT D

The airline provides special services to cater to passengers with dietary restrictions or allergies.

3.cuisine  (FEDOHIFOELED) FIE - BE. SRPEOREX

The chef's specialty lies in Asian cuisine.

4. high-end (RE@E0#S - +—E20HT) RERD. SHED. BERED. @ERHEEN) BHREMITO
They decided to stay at a high-end resort for their honeymoon.

5. skepticism {EEHGRA - BBE. ERIE

Despite initial skepticism from the critics, the movie received excellent reviews from the audience.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What additional services are provided to buyers of premium seats at these
Festivals?

2. How do experts view the impact of premium seats on festivals and their
organizers?

3. Have you ever attended a summer festival or a similar cultural events this
summer?

4. What are your thoughts on the idea of selling premium seats at festivals to cater
to inbound foreign tourists?

5. If you were to attend a festival with premium seat options, what additional
features would you like to see?

AEM(E —MEEEAND /S T A D— RIEERE, $RSHERTSIILLDHFHEEZIB T, ERE1 -2 S—Z2IBRSHMRELTLET,
THR bR - BMETERZE<EUERT,



o TESR Weekly News Digest
AISA X D]JAPAN F or W‘dI‘d ) B ERASSALRRE
RelEpius Z1—RT A RABvS3>HH#M

4 BAEEERE: 1ESHEAG - ERCESDESETLIT LR, Bk

$/\_~/[j:llflﬁna$ﬁi0) H 2FI:HZI uR—CT K?ﬁ*&‘@%‘f'ﬁlf&i@ =] 2Fl:n:l RT IZJZEF) UEHA,

il a7 oA N AOBISEE EOSEN S B E T oo THR 2 H, KM TA4HESY &b an )
HRIOITLO LAY R LIZHAZ Y BMTbh b BB LTS, ARITER TR LD D b DEN, FEEE RO DM 1
JEREEA T &N D EEEIR T LT A, BB E L TTHRBIRGITCRY ZRI-VWE NS A T

K GHFBAEAR) LEBREOFEZEIISZ 2RV NS5, F—U— RIIHNMHE, FMHF2/HEKS 1703
T LG AR R,

AARZREED O—o, U - MBS, 7A 17 BICTONEZREE (K& E20) ol (RFIEZ) KITTHR
RINTDOXLEA0 MO 7L I 7 LBER) 72, @S 1 A—MOBEALREL, BL2BWTERT%
EWFOL-S52 T8 44 ME, 11889 0 EH M+ 25 NEEL) ZHORTE LD DI, EE
BURBOFE D THBITA I ZRMIET 5, FRECHEREICHHL LizA YR A RCEITE MR T 5,

R— BN — U OFEERNITEEARMNCHRGER, Bl L e aic ks & BXITOA T Rt &
IR SN, #iBIEOXHRIZH 2> TV D, BESITIRESOMA D= OIZIEHT 2 &V, fX4ET TEH
DEIITHNEDLERDH D EFINZERE

[ UL FEEIC /e > T D00, {8 - FEBEY (8 H12~15H) TDOA L NT Yy RS kB #Us
TAWAODORI hospitality seat] 72, flifsiE 1 A2 0 L CHIF, 51 6 0&kTET 5, FEFEETIIRD
FEATH 5 THEERLE s/ L 0, RS2 E L W25, BAOEBELICHY Fbid EErbElE &
é%ﬂ%%upo%@%%%fW&%%J@&%ﬁokﬁ?%%b@éoﬁ@%itﬁ#@@ﬁ@imié%
HERAT & DS TELTWD,
HAL=ZKREBEY O—o, HHRNASTE (8H2~7H) THL100HMDOVIPY— bORGENRKEST-, 1#
SANETHHTEZ72D, ZLBEWEATIAL 25 THMNLRULDLEIEICRD, ©oteb & LI-EHUE
T, NSRS L DG EME 22 S BOfiz#RS - 28%, HookcEsis b, ERar oLy
WL EY—E2ALH D,

B 1EETFAS. BRCERVEETL I 7 LE. BRRE
JAPAN Forward

AEM(E —MEEEAND /S T A D— RIEERE, $RSHERTSIILLDHFHEEZIB T, ERE1 -2 S—Z2IBRSHMRELTLET,
THR bR - BMETERZE<EUERT,


https://japan-forward.com/japanese/142935/

o TESR ‘ Weekly News Digest
;U::—r.i X I:Q:ILIAPAN FOI'W&I‘d ) :l_zfjfi’:;\f;;;;i&ﬂg

4 OXEEERE: 1ES+FRG - ERCESDEATL ST LR, Bk

$/\_~/[j:llflﬁna$ﬁiw H ZFED uR—CT 2'-‘?5(*2‘0)%‘?’]9&5(0) =] 2Fl:n:l RT 'j:&) UEHA,

FEAE, £H 1Y — 22 HEMRECTEY HLIZE ZA5%EFT L, 50 OK TRICERBCHITRELE 25 DRV
BOEPEEI LT, HRTE & BITPEEEFNT 2EE RS A~V U Uy v (R OFREL S
A (30) 1X 1774 —avFD7c2—RIZAD, £ Ny FO=—XFLZRILL TS, BV IXEERE
IR, HIERE ORI ETE S L, BV OHWRICLEILTE D) LEXRET,

RS HARDELY O L 7 Lk, Mz - iRIT7 TV 2 SO SiEEREIK (4 4) 13 THoo T MR o
ERVIZEANREBRZIRD DIN] EEDNDTEAS DM, FENIUIMEDL 5D &0 Wi ZRDZs5 5 | LEET,

NZ Lo TR ~DMEEB N2 L7-ET IT9EIRNEWWE BoTH 1B IE & A IRV & F OBk
PRI D B, ZTOIGRICELTY B OWBLEDL I RbLDT, MYDEREIIT T AIRDIDRLE
I EARTIZW Y, 5% b (LI T 2B8EFI )Ezfm<k69Jkﬁkao

B 1EETFAS. BRCERVEETL I 7 LE. BRRE
JAPAN Forward

AEM(E —MEEEAND /S T A D— RIEERE, $RSHERTSIILLDHFHEEZIB T, ERE1 -2 S—Z2IBRSHMRELTLET,
THR bR - BMETERZE<EUERT,


https://japan-forward.com/japanese/142935/

