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Article :
Gigantic Floats at Aomori Nebuta Festival Light Up the Summer Sky

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

Aomori Nebuta Festival, Tohoku's legendary summer event, is finally back with 23 massive floats, lively
dance, and plenty of music.

The Aomori Nebuta Festival kicked off on August 2, with a lively display of huge warrior-themed floats
illuminating the night.

"Haneto" performers, wearing vibrant yukata, danced and jumped while the crowd cheered "Rassera!
Rassera!" infusing the northern prefecture's summer sky with contagious energy. This marks the festival's
return after a four-year break due to COVID-19 restrictions.

By 7:00 pm, the huge floats were in position, dramatically signaling the beginning of the festival. These
floats, each measuring an impressive 9 meters (30 ft) wide, 5 meters (16 ft) tall, and weighing a staggering
4 tons, barely managed to fit on the main street.

Spirited "haneto" dancers moved in perfect sync with the chants and drums. The Aomori Nebuta Festival
will continue until August 7, featuring a total of 23 floats.

Source: Gigantic Floats at Aomori Nebuta Festival Light Up the Summer Sky
JAPAN Forward
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. infuse GumELERz) E<. (AOLEHBIRET) Ml-T. (hdExs) WERAD. (Bzues) ML
The teacher's passion for science helped infuse curiosity into the minds of her students.
2.contagious (RRLEN) EEMHED. (REFLEMN) AICBYHPTL

His laughter was so contagious that soon everyone in the room was giggling along with him.

3. mark
BALHEEE) S - RBETDH. (AenE) BEOITS, FTEZILS. BLERT. IZDH5. BR%RET S

We will mark our anniversary with a special dinner at our favorite restaurant.

4. signal
BRELS. BRTSH. AET~EMoED - BAD. EEEES. ~DAkLLS. AR, 5lE®. EE5OD

The sudden change in weather signaled that the storm was approaching.
5. manage to fAEmM~9% - TcEH, BLWMNFF~LTLED

Despite the heavy traffic, | managed to arrive at the meeting on time.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. Why was the Aomori Nebuta Festival not held for the past four years?
2. What do “Haneto” do at the festival?

3. Would you prefer to be a dancer, a musician, or someone who helps create the
floats?

4. What do you think makes cultural festivals special and important for a region?

5. If you were to design a float for a similar festival, what theme would you
choose?
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