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Article :
1 Sea Otter 'Riro' Dunks the Ball in Support of Japan National Team
at the Basketball World Cup

Directions: Read the following article aloud.

The sea otter accomplished the feat with nifty underwater footwork, demonstrating that humans aren’t
the only special species who can dunk a basketball.

"Riro," a male sea otter at Marine World Uminonakamichi, a seaside park in the city of Fukuoka, western
Japan, tried his hand at basketball on September 1. He dunked the ball and successfully accomplished the
feat with a spectacular display of footwork from underwater. This was the day before the Akatsuki Japan
national team's final match at the FIBA Basketball World Cup against Cape Verde in Okinawa City.

Around noon on September 1, Riro picked up a small basketball floating on the surface of the aquarium's
sea otter pool. After taking a run-up, he used his front paws to jump out of the water. Visitors crowding in
front of the sea otter tank cheered the cute marine mammal, shouting, "Do your best!" Everyone
applauded when Riro dunked.

Fans in the Crowd Chime In
Suzu Kitahara, 7, an elementary school second grader from Kurume City, Fukuoka, was there with her
family to see Riro. She exclaimed, "It was amazing! I'm so glad he made it."

Chinatsu Nakajima, 47, is the trainer in charge of Riro. She explained that Riro performed in order to send
cheers to Japan's national basketball team. "Everyone from Fukuoka, including Riro, is cheering for the
Japanese team," she declared.

Nakajima's sentiments extend beyond the Basketball World Cup, since Japan earned a spot in the 2024
Paris Olympics berth by beating Cape Verde 80-71. Nakajima then added, "I strongly wish to see the Japan
team members fully demonstrate their abilities."

Source : Sea Otter 'Riro' Dunks the Ball in Support of Japan National Team at the Basketball World Cup
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. applaud HF%i£5. BT S

The audience began to applaud when the movie ended.
2.inorderto ~ ~957f=IC

They woke up early in order to catch the first train.

3. declare
AT B, ERAT S, (~%) BEETH-HETSH-EVNET., SIUTHLNZT S, KT 5. *9. BHET S

The speaker declared the need for environmental conservation in his speech.

4. beyond
~EZHBAT, ~ORACS I, ~ZBET, ~DEZBA T, ~OEBHIRIEG, MEflZ, FEEIC

Her kindness goes beyond what is expected of a friend.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What did the sea otter named Riro do to support the Japan national basketball
team?

2. What was the significant outcome for the Japan national team after their victory
over Cape Verde?

3. Can you recall any memorable animal performances or tricks you've seen in
person or on TV?

4. How do you think unique animal performances like Riro's can help promote
sports events or other causes?

5. How do you show support for your favorite sports teams or events?
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N2y NR—VBLT—)L K7 (WH) O RNVFEAMEICEZ 72910, AARFLZISEL X
D&, BHETOKERE I~V U —/V NEOHFIE] THOZ v a Tha] BE T a— MIBkL, K
DO VR SIT R, TREIEHET,

VY ERABRIA, 7 val —/VOKEICEI /NSNS y MAR—VERIR TRV ET, BiEz o0 Tk
MBY Yy T, KIERNCEEO T T AR DHRNL) LIMEL, F o 7 va— FRRED LHFBR LI,

WA AT N OFETY v xRk hFE 24, RS A (7) X [TI30o7, B LTEN-TZ)
EFEEMEE, UHFTEOTIETEIA (47) 13 1V ez2E0 T, HTRANS BARREZIELTH
HDOTHEEST] o —/L&EEST,

Hi: Svan Tyol ¥ va—+ RZASWH, BERREGE
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