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1 Article : Is Nightlife Boring in Japan?

Directions: Read the following article aloud.
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Amidst the resurgence in inbound tourism in Japan, the focus has shifted to the country's nighttime
economy. During the pandemic, the nightlife sector faced challenges due to shortened operating hours for
restaurants and bars. However, this situation has prompted changes in people's perceptions of leisure and
tourism, expanding the range of nighttime activities for tourists.

The term "nighttime economy" refers to economic activities occurring from sunset to sunrise. Japan
defines "nighttime" as 6 pm to 6 am the following day. In Europe and North America, there are various
nighttime leisure options, such as stage shows, nightclubs, and pubs. Some argue that Japan needs to
enhance its nighttime economy to attract more inbound tourists.

Surveys reveal that Japan's nightlife ranked lower in tourists' preferences, with a 2019 pre-pandemic
survey placing it 6th out of 40 activities that inbound tourists were dissatisfied with. A spokesperson from
a major travel company noted that inbound tourists don't find Japan's nightlife offerings particularly
impressive.

However, this presents an opportunity for Japan to increase tourist spending on nighttime activities,
potentially boosting the inbound tourism market. The government aims to raise the average per-person
spending to ¥200,000 JPY by 2025, up from ¥158,531 JPY in 2019.

Efforts to cater to nighttime tourism are already underway in various cities. Hotel Elcient Osaka, for
instance, partners with nearby restaurants to offer special deals named “senbero” that include drinks and
snacks for around ¥1,000 JPY. Hotel guests can enjoy additional discounts by presenting their room keys,
making bar-hopping more enticing.

Outdoor and nature-based tourism, which saw a surge during the pandemic, continues to thrive. Hoshino
Resorts Oirase Keiryu Hotel in Aomori Prefecture, for example, hosts an event where guests can admire
bioluminescent poisonous mushrooms at night.

Nighttime nature exploration, though not a common choice for tourists, holds significant potential.
Takahiro Saito, the director of the Japan Nighttime Economy Association, emphasizes the importance of
authentic experiences rooted in Japanese culture and history to attract tourists. However, it's essential to
address the challenges of overtourism and involve the government and tourism businesses in shaping the
nighttime economy.
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1l.enhance #1t¥ 4. (B Lz) aHd. BEITSH. MELSED
Adding spices to the dish can enhance its flavor and make it more enjoyable to eat.

2. reveal
HEohTWhhot-Ce%) BALMNIT S - SHITHT - RET S, Bashctutrtoz) RE5 - 2T S

The artist used their paintings to reveal the hidden beauty of everyday life.

3.deal B/ELEVVY. BYH LY. N—F & BBl BE. k5. 0TS
She got a great deal on that dress during the sale at the mall.
4.admire Rffnd. ELvws L. BT L. BETH. FEES LWL - IDREERS . B<FHET S

We gathered on the beach to admire the breathtaking sunset over the ocean.

5. overtourism BRI AE GBEILGBAED-OICFOMBORBEICEZEFRIZT L)

Overtourism has become a concern in some popular travel destinations.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. According to a survey mentioned in the article, how did tourists visiting Japan
find its nightlife?

2. What is the government's goal for average per-person spending by tourists in
Japan by 2025?

3. Do you personally find Japan's nightlife boring? Why?/Why not?

4. How do you think Japan can enhance its nighttime economy to attract more
tourists?

5. What are some potential disadvantages of increased tourist spending on
nighttime activities in Japan?
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