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Article :
Sota Fujii Leads the Transformation of Shogi With All 8 Major Titles

Directions: Read the following article aloud.
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Sota Fujii's exceptional achievements in the world of shogi are poised to redefine the game's appeal. On
October 11, this young shogi prodigy, holding the prestigious titles of Ryuo and Meijin, etched his name
into history. In a Best of Five match, he vanquished the Oza champion, Takuya Nagase, and secured all
eight major titles simultaneously, a first in shogi's annals. This unprecedented feat is deserving of enduring
recognition.

Shogi has evolved significantly since Yoshiharu Habu's remarkable feat in 1996, holding seven major titles.

Artificial intelligence (Al) has ushered in a new era, revolutionizing strategies and tactics, particularly in the
game's opening and middle phases. Born in 2002, Sota Fujii represents the digitally native "Generation Z,"

seamlessly incorporating Al into his shogi studies, shaping him as a modern intellectual.

Acknowledging Fujii's success, Yoshiharu Habu praised his unyielding effort, intuition, and perhaps a touch
of serendipity. While Al has levelled the playing field for shogi players, Fujii's excellence extends beyond
technology, evident in his endgame skills and insatiable curiosity.

Fujii's achievement signals a new era in shogi. Players like Reo Koyama and Daisuke Suzuki challenge
conventional training, introducing fresh perspectives. The charisma of distinctive shogi players, including
Fujii, promises to enhance the allure of the game.

Despite Al's advancements, shogi's narrative unfolds in human-vs-human moments. Fujii's relentless
pursuit of records, like his 29-game winning streak, captivates enthusiasts. Yet, the paramount question
remains: Who will challenge this era's dominant player?

In the current Ryuo title match, Fujii faces a historic showdown with Takumi Ito, marking the youngest title
bout in shogi history. As Fujii's generation leads, younger players enter the scene, offering insights into
shogi's future.

Source : Sota Fujii Leads the Transformation of Shogi With All 8 Major Titles
JAPAN Forward
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. unprecedented giflo%Ly. BFID. ZFO. HDOTHEL, FIHRKED., REHED. LEHO. EEOD

The company achieved unprecedented growth in just one year.

2. intellectual X{E A, A, (RETEEC MEO. BHECET S, RAL, BHNLG, MAVRLER
The conference was attended by a diverse group of intellectuals from around the world.

3. serendipity BRICKELS LLEELFENORERICHESEMNTED L., F-ZTOTH

Finding that old letter in the attic was a stroke of serendipity.

4. unfold EIf%. rYrkEn=10%)HA< . RLABDER - HELREE)ART D, MELEMNERT S
He plans to unfold a marketing strategy that will reach a wider audience.

5. challenge

(NPT, (DY RBRITBI)RES 5. (NE)BFET S, (EHMHERS. BRL. B2THND
MAZNFTFrLoPTHEVNSIZaFUREYRBEINEALH D

The company decided to challenge their competitors by launching a new product.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What remarkable achievement did Sota Fujii accomplished?
2. What distinguishes Sota Fujii as a representative of "Generation Z" in shogi?
3. Have you ever played shogi or a similar board game?

4. Do you have any role models or individuals in your field who have achieved
remarkable success?

5. Can you think of other fields where young people are leading changes or
innovations?
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