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Read the following article aloud.

The Grand Egyptian Museum in Giza will open a limited number of exhibits about ancient

Egypt starting this week. The limited opening will be a test run of the still-unannounced official 

opening of the museum, officials said.

Starting on October 16, 4,000 visitors per day will be permitted to view limited areas of the 

main galleries, said Al-Tayeb Abbas. He is assistant to Egypt’s minister of antiquities.

Museum officials have repeatedly delayed the museum opening for many reasons, including 

the COVID-19 pandemic. Some areas have been open since 2022 for limited tours.

The museum is a huge project near the famous Giza Pyramids. The building project began 

more than 12 years ago and has cost more than $1 billion so far.

Article1.

Huge Egyptian Museum Opens 
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今回は、エジプト・ギザにある「グランドエジプト博物館」で行われている新しい取り組みに関
するニュースです。この博物館では、最新の技術を活用して、古代エジプトの遺物や埋葬文化を
テーマにした展示が行われ、古代の人々の暮らしをよりリアルに感じられる工夫がされているそ
うです。ちなみに、遺物は英語で「artifact」、埋葬は「burial」と言います。少し難しい発音で
すが、レッスンで使いながら、古代エジプトの魅力に触れてみましょう。



The Egyptian government says more than 100,000 artifacts of Egypt’s ancient treasures are 

on show at the site. Officials describe it as the world’s largest archaeological museum.

The exhibits in the test run include 12 areas that explore issues related to society, religion, 

and philosophies of ancient Egypt, Abbas added. The areas are divided by dynasty and 

historical order.

Historical divisions include the Third Intermediate Period, Late Period, and Graeco-Roman 

Period. It also includes the New Kingdom, Middle Kingdom, and Old Kingdom periods. They 

all represent life thousands of years in the past.

One of the areas displays statues of the “Elite of the King.” These represent members of a 

king’s family, and high-level officials who worked in the army, government or religious service.

Abbas told the AP that the test run would help prepare for the full opening by identifying 

operational issues. This includes finding out which parts of the museum might become 

overcrowded.

A reporter for the Associated Press spoke with some tourists at the museum.

Canadian visitor Aude Porcedda told the AP she was amazed by the museum. She said she 

believes it is important that the world know about Egyptian civilization.

Jorge Licano, a visitor from Costa Rica expressed similar praise.

“There is a lot of history and a lot of things we are not aware of, especially coming from the 

other side of the world, and seeing everything here and learning from the locals has been 

great,” he said.

The limited opening includes the museum’s so-called Grand Staircase. It is six stories high 

with a view of the nearby pyramids. Also open to the public are artifacts that include 

sarcophagi and statues. Other parts of the museum, including the King Tutankhamun 

treasure collection, are set to open at later dates.

All the exhibit space is equipped with high-level technology and permits different kinds of 

media presentations to help explain the lives of ancient Egyptians, including kings, said 

museum official, Eissa Zidan.

Some exhibits will use virtual reality to explain the history of burial and its development 

throughout ancient Egypt.

“The museum is not only a place to display antiquities, but it also aims to attract children to 

learn about ancient Egyptian history...The museum is a gift to all the world,” Zidan told the AP.

I’m Anna Matteo.

Ahmed Hatem and Fatma Khaled reported this story for The Associated Press. Anna Matteo adapted it for VOA 

Learning English.
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Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. exhibit (n.) a display or show at a museum

The aquarium has a new jellyfish exhibit.

2. ancient (adj.) very old

Angkor Wat is an ancient temple in Cambodia.

3. artifact (n.) objects left over from cultures of many, many years ago

At Pompeii, researchers found many interesting artifiacts, including jewelry, coins, and food.

4. archaeological (adj.) related to the study of very old cultures

A friend of mine from university did an archaeological study of Aztec pottery.

5. burial (n.) the custom of putting a person’s body or remains in the ground after 

they die

Burial is an important custom in many cultures.

2.

Questions3.
Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What is the Grand Egyptian Museum?

2. What can visitors see there? Give specific examples from the article.

3. What do visitors think about the museum?

4. What things do you know about ancient Egypt?

5. Are you interested in ancient cultures? If so, which ones? If not, why?
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