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Article :
'Perfect Days': How Wim Wenders Challenges the Modern Perspective

Directions: Read the following article aloud.
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Wim Wenders' recent film, "Perfect Days" has garnered Koji Yakusho the Best Actor Award at the Cannes
Film Festival. Known for his prowess in road movies and admiration for Japanese culture, Wenders
showcases the simplicity of life in Tokyo through this feature.

Originally conceived as a series of short documentaries about the "Tokyo Toilet" initiative, the film took a
new direction during Wenders' visit to Japan in May 2022. Witnessing public toilets designed by globally
acclaimed architects like Tadao Ando became a transformative experience. "l felt they were part of a
bigger picture and realized | could create something that captures the essence of the city of Tokyo,"
Wenders explained. This revelation led to the development of a full-fledged feature film.

Hirayama, brilliantly played by Koji Yakusho, serves as the film's focal point, depicting a janitor leading a
simple and content life. Despite lacking financial affluence or a family, Hirayama finds pride in his
uncomplicated routine, providing a refreshing contrast to the complexities of modern life.

Collaborating with creative director Takuma Takasaki, Wenders co-wrote the script, emphasizing the
crucial aspect of characterizing Hirayama as a simple yet happy individual proud to be of service to others.
Inspired by Ozu Yasujiro's Tokyo Story, Wenders early on chose Yakusho, recognizing his versatility and
excellence as an actor.

"Hirayama is the kind of man who notices the sunlight that seeps through the tree branches and seedlings
growing under trees. Yakusho-san portrays this with the kindness of his gaze and the expression of his
eyes. The audience will likely empathize with his perspective. | hope this film will change how the audience
sees the world."

"Perfect Days," currently showing in Japanese cinemas, features a notable cast, including Koji Yakusho,
Min Tanaka, Tokio Emoto, Sayuri Ishikawa, and Tomokazu Miura. The film was released on December 22
and has a runtime of 124 minutes.

Source : "Perfect Days': How Wim Wenders Challenges the Modern Perspective
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. admiration &8k, HTHN. IZPNCOTITE. IR, BIE, Bul)

Despite facing challenges, his unwavering admiration for his role model kept him
motivated.

2. conceive H893%. B\ (BX-RERER) LT (ZENFEER) BIHD

The inventor conceived a brilliant plan to address the city's traffic congestion.

3. big picture X5, tRPUH2EOENE, (RIELRED) 2AEK

It's important to consider the big picture rather than getting caught up in small details.
4. content FEEL TV, HERK - FEB™E. WS, (RDMIERED) AE-1BE

We were quite content with both the food and services at the restaurant.

5. portray &z&EU3. (feH-FZA - BRIKRET) #-RIRT D, SV AN EHEETS

The documentary seeks to portray the challenges faced by wildlife in their natural
habitats.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What was the original concept of the film before it took a new direction during
Wenders' visit to Japan?

2. Who plays the role of Hirayama in the film, and how is his character depicted?
3. Can you think of any ordinary things in your life that have inspired you?
4. Do you think having well-known actors adds value to a movie?

5. In your opinion, can movies have a lasting impact on people's perspectives?
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