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Article :
Two New Year Tragedies Call for Big Improvements in Information Sharing

Directions: Read the following article aloud.
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A tragic incident unfolded on Tuesday, January 2, as a Japan Airlines passenger plane collided with a Japan
Coast Guard (JCG) aircraft on the runway at Haneda Airport. The collision resulted in a large fire, occurring
during the first New Year holiday post the COVID-19 restrictions. This added to the distress caused by the
recent Noto Peninsula earthquakes, marking a somber start to the New Year.

Efforts are underway to swiftly determine the cause of the accident, with a parallel focus on minimizing
the impact on passengers returning home after the yearend holidays. The Japan Airlines plane, inbound
from New Chitose Airport in Hokkaido, successfully evacuated all 367 passengers and crew despite a fire

erupting upon landing.

While foreign media labeled the evacuation as a "miracle," unfortunately, five crew members of the JCG
aircraft lost their lives. They were en route to Niigata Airport, transporting relief supplies for Noto
Peninsula areas devastated by the New Year’s Day earthquakes.

Investigations by the Japan Transport Safety Board and the Metropolitan Police Department are centered
on analyzing communications between air traffic controllers and the two aircraft. Discrepancies in pilot
perceptions, with JAL pilots reporting landing permission and the JCG pilot perceiving takeoff clearance,
suggest a potential miscommunication.

This unprecedented collision, with violent flames and destruction, prompts scrutiny of Japan's air traffic
control capabilities. Thorough investigation and preventive measures are imperative to avoid a recurrence.

The tragedy unfolded amidst the aftermath of a seismic event on New Year's Day, with a magnitude 7
earthquake striking the Noto Peninsula, causing widespread destruction. The subsequent day saw the
Haneda accident, intensifying social anxiety in the first two days of 2024.

In this crisis, accurate information dissemination is crucial. The government must demonstrate leadership,
providing precise details on the earthquake and aircraft accident, guiding relevant agencies, and ensuring
relief for disaster victims. Normalizing operations at Haneda Airport promptly is essential.

While the Japan Coast Guard's involvement in the accident is tragic, support for the disaster-stricken areas
must remain unwavering. Defense Minister Minoru Kihara emphasizes maintaining support activities
promptly to prevent secondary damage. This approach is crucial in these challenging times.

Source : Two New Year Tragedies Call for Big Improvements in Information Sharing
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. unfold ERII 3. BASHCT S, B%IRT
The exciting plot of the mystery novel unfolded with unexpected twists and turns.

2. collision &z, i#zZE
The minor collision between the bicycles resulted in a few scratches but no serious
injuries.

3. result in  ~EWSHERICRD. ~2BI5T . ~(CHED3
Lack of proper maintenance can result in equipment failure.

4. erupt HFI3. I3
Laughter erupted in the room when the comedian delivered his punchline.

5. emphasize ®FI3. H5HID. BRizicE?
During the presentation, the speaker used visual aids to emphasize the key points
and ensure better understanding among the audience.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What shocking incident occurred on January 2 at Haneda Airport?

2. What term did foreign media use to describe the evacuation from the Japan
Airlines plane?

3. Why was this New Year's holiday distressing?
4. What do you think they can do to prevent similar accidents ?

5. Have you ever experienced accidents on an airplane or at an airport?
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