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Article :
1 Innovative Water-Recycling Showers Bring Relief to Evacuees
After Earthquake

Directions: Read the following article aloud.
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Shower facilities with water recycling technology have become a lifeline at evacuation centers in Nanao,
Ishikawa Prefecture, following the recent Noto Peninsula earthquake.

The quake, reaching a seismic intensity of 6+, disrupted the city's water supply. In response, portable
showers were strategically placed at four locations, providing a means for evacuees to shower — a luxury
many hadn't experienced since the disaster. By January 5, several hundred individuals had availed
themselves of these facilities, a service that continued until January 9. Run by volunteers, the service
expressed willingness to extend aid to other areas facing water shortages if needed.

The innovative showers were developed by the Tokyo-based venture WOTA, inspired by the founder's
firsthand experience during the 2007 Noto Peninsula earthquake.

The impact of these showers on evacuees is tangible, with fourteen-year-old Yua Kozaki expressing joy at
finally being able to shower after days. Kozaki, among approximately 200 sheltered at Nanao's Wakura
Elementary School, highlighted the significant difference access to a shower makes. On January 5,
volunteers installed two showers at the school, utilizing water from the school's pool. Evacuees enjoyed
10 to 15-minute hot showers, using provided body soap and shampoo, leaving them visibly refreshed.
WOTA's showers boast a water circulation system incorporating Al, ensuring water quality. Featuring tents
for privacy, water tanks, and heaters, these showers recycle over 98% of the water, enabling 100 people to
shower with 100 liters of water.

Hatch PLANNING, an event planning company collaborating with WOTA, expressed satisfaction with the
positive response at Nanao‘s evacuation centers. Ken Kakihana, Representative Director of Hatch
PLANNING, affirmed their readiness to extend support to other water-deprived areas based on demand.
The founder and ex-CEOQ, Riki Kitagawa, inspired by personal experience with water outage during the
Noto earthquake in Anamizu in 2007, established WOTA. The company introduced showers during the
2018 torrential rains in western Japan, aiding over 20,000 people, including those in Akita affected by
heavy rains, and Turkey after a major earthquake in 2023. Now located in Kanazawa, Kitagawa expressed
his relief, stating, ‘I’'m glad (the showers) seem to be helping.
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. evacuation (sRBFRNSELEHAD) BEE - IR - HOR - BB, (B8ner) E(CITRIL
The city ordered a mandatory evacuation when the hurricane approached.
2. seismic intensity (BACHII3MBOAS=OREETHD) EE

Seismic intensity is a scale for earthquakes used specifically in Japan, ranging from 1 to 7.

3. outage (®h -k HR@ED) FHGELE.  (EBREck3smBEReD) HEEELE
The school had to cancel classes for the day due to a heating system outage.
4. install hrer) FREI D, MAMTD. MDMIFD. (O>Eai—s—cyItozrz) HEID - BAITD

The company has installed solar panels on the roof to reduce energy costs and promote
sustainability.

5.demand GsmvgEneonz) BEME, BB, BE - B3R, (~%) HREBET B, @mEPEROD. BUWET

The sudden increase in demand for face masks led to shortages at local stores.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What problem did the recent earthquake cause people in Nanao?
2. Who developed the innovative showers, and what inspired their creation?
3. Have you ever experienced any natural disasters?

4. If you were in a similar situation, how would access to showers impact your
well-being?

5. What services or facilities do you think would be crucial for the evacuees?
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