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Article :

1 Shohei Ohtani Gets His Own Special Hina Doll

Directions: Read the following article aloud.
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Renowned doll maker Kyugetsu, located in Asakusabashi, Tokyo, revealed its "Kotoshi no Kitaibina"
collection on January 31. This collection, meaning "dolls of expectations for the year ahead," showcases
hina dolls resembling five athletes expected to have a global impact in the coming year. The athletes
selected for the 2024 collection include Shohei Ohtani, the first Japanese home run champion in Major
League Baseball. The remaining four athletes will compete for medals in the upcoming Paris Olympics and
Paralympics in July and August, respectively.

The theme "Across Generations" inspired the lineup, which includes athletes from their teens to their
forties, such as gold medalist javelin thrower Haruka Kitaguchi, breakdancer Ayumi Fukushima,
skateboarder Momiji Nishiya, and wheelchair tennis player Yui Kamiji. Artisans faced difficulties in
recreating the athletes' smiles based on photos taken during competitions.

Each hina doll is accessorized with small items symbolizing the respective athletes. For instance, Ohtani's
doll holds a miniature bat. Deciding on Fukushima's accessory was particularly challenging, but they
settled on a treble clef to represent the connection between breakdancing and music.

The collection was exhibited at Kyugetsu's Asakusabashi main store until February 2 and later at the Daiwa
Kohrinbo department store in Kanazawa City from February 4 to 6, showing support for areas affected by
the Noto Peninsula earthquake. It will continue to be displayed at Kyugetsu's Nagoya, Fukuoka, Minoh
(Osaka), and Sapporo stores.

Kyugetsu has been crafting this special collection annually since 2013, with the 2024 edition marking its
12th release. While not available for purchase, each doll is estimated to be valued between ¥250,000 and
¥300,000 JPY (approximately $1,700 to $2,000 USD).

Source : Shohei Ohtani Gets His Own Special Hina Doll
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1.upcoming k%. RED, S§ED. IEiDED22H5

The company announced its upcoming product line at the annual meeting.

2. respectively zhzh, &4, —20 &2, HEXIC. &E

Sarah and John are 15 and 17 years old, respectively.

3. settle on (HHFRE) ITRETSH. (~EWSIEZR) [2FEBES

It took us a while, but we settled on a movie to watch together.

4. annually £I2—E. 8F. X

The company conducts performance reviews annually to assess employee progress.
5.value FHffid 5. EEY 5. RiEDHH. {HifE - EFT S

It's important to value different perspectives when working in a team.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. Who is Shohei Ohtani, and why is he significant in the context of the article?
2. What is the theme that inspired the lineup of the dolls in the collection?

3. How did artisans face challenges in recreating the athletes' expressions on the
dolls?

4. In your opinion, why do you think Kyugetsu chooses to exhibit the collection in
various cities across Japan?

5. If you were to create a doll representing an influential figure in your life or
community, who would it be and why?
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