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Article :
1 Naked Festivals Are Changing: Women Join for First Time, Swimsuits
and Loincloths Welcome

Directions: Read the following article aloud.
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Naked festivals in Japan, such as the Konomiya Hadaka Matsuri, are adapting to modern times. The age-old
tradition of naked festivals (hadaka matsuri) across Japan is evolving, with notable changes.

On February 17, the Somin-sai Festival by Kokuseki-ji Temple in Oshu, lwate Prefecture, ended its
millennium-long history due to participant shortages.

The festival was renowned for men competing for hemp sacks containing amulets, known as somin-
bukuro, for a bountiful harvest.Previously, men participated fully naked in the Somin-sai Festival, but
controversies over event images led to a requirement for traditional Japanese loincloths (fundoshi) from
2007.

In 2024, at the Ya-Ya Festival in Owase City, Mie Prefecture, participants wore swimsuits or loincloths
during the korikaki ritual, previously performed fully nude. This change was prompted by concerns over
the event's portrayal on social media.

Atsushi Naka, chairman of the shrine parishioners' association, noted the positive feedback on swimsuits'
effectiveness during the Ya-Ya Festival.

Change is sweeping across various regions. Women participated in the Konomiya Hadaka Matsuri at the
Konomiya Shrine in Inazawa City, Aichi prefecture, in 2024, for the first time in its approximately 1,200-
year history.

The women carried broad-leaf bamboo wrapped in cloth into the shrine, wearing traditional garments like
sarashi (white cloth) and happi coats.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, men were required to be fully clothed during the Konomiya Hadaka
Matsuri. In 2023, responding to requests from local women's groups, the shrine decided to allow women
to participate after considering safety measures. Before the festival, organizers estimated that
approximately 100 women, ranging in age from their 20s to 60s, would join the event.
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

Directions: First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. renowned for ~THB&THD. ~TE&HL

This city is renowned for its beautiful beaches and vibrant nightlife.

SAE:

2. controversy ims. ikim. smas

The politician's remarks caused controversy and led to widespread criticism.

3.ritual (GR#Eo) &1L, RE. EROLC) RFLTUTSHEDITR

During the wedding ceremony, the couple participated in various traditional rituals.

4. prompt 31ERIT Y. RT3, BEDIZ T, B5EIS. (TJ0I5LH) ~FBLITHERT S, R - (e, BIEED
The success of the campaign prompted an increase in donations to the charity.

5. for the first time in ~ ~T#HT. ~3DIC. I~ (HIRST) THIHT

He tried sushi for the first time in his life and found it surprisingly delicious.

3 Questions

Directions: Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. Why did the organizers of the Ya-Ya decide to change the dress code for the korikaki
ritual?

2. What is the significance of the Konomiya Hadaka Matsuri in 20247
3. Have you ever participated in a festival or event that required traditional clothing?

4. Do you believe it's important for cultural festivals to adapt to modern times? Why or
why not?

5. How do you feel about the inclusion of women in traditionally male-dominated

festivals?
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