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Restart Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Power

Plant Now for Japan's Security
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1. Article

Read the following article aloud.
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On April 15, TEPCO began installing 872 fuel rods in the No 7 reactor at the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Nuclear
Power Plant, following approval from Japan’s Nuclear Regulation Authority. This marks the first step towards
restarting the facility, which was mothballed in 2012 after the Fukushima disaster. However, the plant has
faced security issues, including unauthorized access and faulty intrusion sensors, leading to a shutdown
ordered by the NRA in 2021.

TEPCO took decisive action, improving communication among staff and partner companies. By the end of
2023, the NRA lifted its corrective action order and recognized TEPCO'’s gualifications as a nuclear power
plant operator. The installation of the fuel rods is expected to take about two weeks, after which the reactor’s
condition will be confirmed.

The restart of Reactor No 7 is expected to revitalize the local community and promote the
decommissioning process at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. However, it remains unclear
when Niigata Prefecture will approve the restart. The plant also has vents with built-in filters to reduce
radioactive contamination. TEPCO is urged to prepare for the restart of Reactor No 6 once Reactor No 7 is
online.

Source : Restart Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Power Plant Now for Japan's Security
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https://japan-forward.com/editorial-restart-kashiwazaki-kariwa-power-plant-now-for-japans-security/
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary
|

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. unauthorized #ERZSZSNTULVRL IER(CEFIISNTLRL

The company has strict policies against unauthorized access to confidential information.

2. qualification Bi&. HEXRM. RFHIA. E8GA (B)
His lack of formal qualification did not stop him from succeeding in his career.
3. revitalize &ML 2. EHEIEED. BAETD. ILWENESZD

The government plans to revitalize the economy by investing in technology startups.

4.decommissioning FEILHEE. FEIFHEE

The decommissioning process involves the safe disposal of radioactive materials.

5. radioactive contamination BETEEE

The area near the nuclear power plant was closed off due to radioactive contamination.

3 Questions
| |

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What action did TEPCO begin on April 15 at the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Nuclear
Power Plant?

2. Why was the facility mothballed in 20127
3. What were some of the security issues the plant faced?
4. How do you feel about the use of nuclear power as a source of energy?

5. Can you think of any measures that could be taken to prevent unauthorized access
to important facilities?
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