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Imperial Visit to UK Keeps Ties Alive
for Younger Generation
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1. Article

Read the following article aloud.
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Emperor Naruhito and Empress Masako embarked on their imperial visit to the United Kingdom on June 22,
aiming to deepen the ties of friendship between Japan and the UK. This visit holds great significance as both
nations have constitutional monarchies, and the strengthening of interchanges between the two royal
houses is seen as a positive step. This is their first visit to the UK since September 2022 when they attended
the state funeral of Queen Elizabeth IlI.

During their three-day state visit, the imperial couple attended a welcome ceremony and dinner hosted by
King Charles. They also plan to visit the University of Oxford, where both the Emperor and Empress studied
during their time with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. They are scheduled to return to Japan on June 29, with
Crown Prince Akishino temporarily assuming state duties during the Emperor's absence.

The history of interchanges between the two royal houses spans 155 years, beginning with Prince Alfred's
visit to Japan in 1869. These ties deepened further in the Heisei Period, with reciprocal visits between the
royal families. The Emperor expressed his interest in fostering interchanges among younger generations
and emphasized the importance of such visits in fostering international friendship. As citizens, we hope for
the continued health of Their Majesties and the promotion of friendly relations with foreign countries.

Source : Imperial Visit to UK Keeps Ties Alive for Younger Generation
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https://japan-forward.com/editorial-imperial-visit-to-uk-keeps-ties-alive-for-younger-generation/
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary
|

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1l.embark FEYHI., FSEH. . RITHIC) BEHAL
We will soon embark on a journey to the ancient ruins.

2. constitutional monarchies IIZBEXH|. ABEXE

In constitutional monarchies, the monarch’s power is limited by law.

3.interchange X, X, KB, EVITPYRYT S, XTS5, MYRDHT

The interchange of goods and services is essential for the economy.
4.reciprocal BEHEL®D. HED. HEXHED
The two countries have a reciprocal trade agreement.

5. foster REJSH. MERZRYT. AERZEBITS

The program was designed to foster better relations.

3 Questions
| |

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What is the main purpose of Emperor Naruhito and Empress Masako’s visit to the
United Kingdom?

2. When was their last visit to the UK and what was the occasion?

3. How long is the history of interchanges between the two royal houses and when did
it begin?

4. Have you ever visited the United Kingdom? If so, what was your impression?

5. In your opinion, how important are international friendships in today’s globalized
world?
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