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Paying Tribute to Time at a
Clock Festival
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1. Article

Read the following article aloud.

The Water Clock Festival was held at Omi Shrine in Otsu, Shiga Prefecture on June 10, a day known as "Time
Memorial Day" in Japan. The shrine is dedicated to Emperor Tenji, who, according to The Nihon Shoki,
oversaw the first telling of time by a water clock in 671 AD.

During the festival, the priest reported the advancement of clocks to the shrine's deity and prayed for their further
development. People in the timepiece industry and tourism ambassadors for Otsu also participated, dressed in
traditional court costumes.

They dedicated new products from domestic timepiece makers to the shrine. Chief Priest Michihiro Amitani
remarked, "We are sustained within the flow of many lives. | hope everyone reconsiders the importance of time
and cherishes it."

Source : Paying Tribute to Time at a Clock Festival
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary
|

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1. be dedicated to ~ ~[ZEITF5ND, ~DEHIZRLT., ~ICEE - HBEMNTHD. ~ITEIZTS

This memorial garden is dedicated to the soldiers who fought in the war.

2.oversee  (APHLEZ) BEE-BERILS. BhTIoZEYRS
The supervisor oversees the construction site to make sure everything is done safely.

3. deity (BH%O)

Many ancient cultures worshiped deities that represented natural elements like the sun.
4.sustain  (~orEr) BE - #IF TS, @anen BRSESH. dmmETre) XZX D (AE) ES
Efforts to sustain the local wildlife are crucial for maintaining biodiversity.

5.reconsider ZAZEY. BEYSH. REY. @ERGE%R) BUEEIT D

The teacher suggested that the student reconsider his approach to studying for the exams.

3 Questions
| |

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Who is Omi shrine in Otsu dedicated to?
2. What did the priest do during the festival to appreciate the advancement of clocks?

3. Have you ever attended a festival that celebrates something unique? What was it
about?

4. How do you keep track of time in your daily life? Do you use a watch, phone, or
something else?

5. What cultural traditions related to timekeeping exist in your country?
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