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To Avoid a Disaster-Level Power
Shortage, Activate Nuclear Plants
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1. Article

Read the following article aloud.
AR—D([FHB= 1 —RBELEHLEXTT,

Japan is bracing for a torrid summer, leading to a surge in air conditioner use and causing nationwide power
supply shortages. On July 8, the reserve margin, indicating reserve capacity, fell below the minimum required
3% in areas served by Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO) and Kansai Electric Power Company
(KEPCO), necessitating power draw from Chubu Electric Power Company (Chuden). Minister of Economy,
Trade and Industry (METI) Ken Saito urged caution as the hottest part of the summer is yet to come.

For the first time in three years, METI is postponing power saving requests this summer across all 10
electric power districts. This is due to the expectation that power companies will maintain a stable reserve
ratio above 3%, even amidst a once-in-a-decade heatwave. However, the energy crunch on July 8 signals
ongoing concerns about supply capacity. The Organization for Cross-Regional Coordination of Transmission
Operators, Japan (OCCTO) has taken action, coordinating nationwide electrical supply and demand.

Despite projections of a stable reserve ratio above 3%, it could be close. Reserve rates for Tohoku and
Hokkaido are expected to rise to 8.0% and 10.5%, respectively, as thermal power plants restart after regular
inspections. However, part of this supply capacity comes from older thermal power plants at risk of breaking
down. The absence of operational nuclear power plants in East Japan adds to the uncertainty. Restarting
safe, inactive nuclear power plants could strengthen supply capacity.

Source : To Avoid a Disaster-Level Power Shortage, Activate Nuclear Plants
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. brace for ~IZf§z 5. #EHT S
The hospital is bracing for an increase in patients due to the flu season.
2. for the first time in~ ~ (#if) TH#H T, ~ HFE) SVYIc

For the first time in decades, the endangered species is increasing in number.

3. postpone T 5. EIXT. £EYITT S

We had to postpone our trip due to a family emergency.
4. stable RE L1=. ZBDGL, kiGEDH S

The company has a stable customer base.

5. uncertainty FEXM%. HEDLG S, TRE. THE

The uncertainty of the weather made it difficult to plan the event.

3 Questions
| |

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What is Japan bracing for and what is it causing?

2. On July 8, what happened to the reserve margin in areas served by TEPCO and
KEPCO?

3. Why is METI postponing power saving requests this summer?
4. How have you been affected by the surge in air conditioner use this summer?

5. What actions do you think individuals can take to help alleviate power supply
shortages?
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