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Nagano's Hakuba Sees Biggest Land Value
Rise: Will It Become the Next Niseko?
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1. Article

Read the following article aloud.
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Hakuba, Nagano Prefecture, recorded the highest increase in roadside land prices nationwide, as
announced by the National Tax Agency on July 1. Wadano Road, located in the Hokujo region, has surged in
popularity as a budget-friendly ski resort, attracting significant foreign investment. Land values increased by
32.1% to ¥37,000 (around $230 USD) per square meter (10.8 sq ft) compared to 2023. Some residents are
concerned that the influx of foreign-led development could turn the area into the next Niseko, a town in
Hokkaido experiencing overtourism.

The entrance to Wadano Road is just a 10-minute drive from Hakuba Station, which faces the Northern Alps.
This village road, surrounded by forest, is lined with upscale hotels. Hakuba Iwatake Mountain Resort, a
year-round tourist destination, is close to the station and attracts visitors regardless of the season. Land
prices in Hakuba are rising due to redevelopment initiatives backed by domestic and international capital.

In 2018, Marriott International opened the first foreign-owned hotel in Hakuba. In 2026 or later, Wealth
Management plans to partner with Banyan Tree to open a facility near one of Hakuba's largest ski areas.
Rising land prices and noise concerns are notable issues among residents.

Source : Nagano's Hakuba Sees Biggest Land Value Rise: Will It Become the Next Niseko?
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary
|

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. nationwide =£EMIC. £EICHhTz->T. £ETIK. £EMNLGZ. £2EICTHT=5

The local star became popular nationwide after an appearance on TV.

2.influx WA, BhRAL &, (KEOAD) HIR

The small town experiences an influx of tourists during the summer every year.

3.turn Ainto B A%BICZEZR % - LS E D - ERMSED

They turned the old factory into a modern art gallery.

4.upscale BE#i, B/BERAIITO. LREHRD. FEFTGEH) €HRLEFO

They opened an upscale restaurant known for its gourmet dishes and elegant ambiance.
5.notable ZFBE3A~RE, Biof. 4%, FREL LV, EEXG

The company's notable growth this year has attracted many investors.

3 Questions
| |

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. Why has Wadano Road in the Hokujo region become popular?

2. What are some concerns residents have about the influx of foreign investment in
Hakuba?

3. Have you ever visited a resort? If so, what was your experience like?

4. What do you think about the rise in land prices in popular tourist areas? Do you think
it’'s good or bad for the local community?

5. The article mentions concerns about overtourism. Have you ever seen a place
become too crowded with tourists? How did it affect your visit?
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