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A Dreamy Train Ride with Glowing
Goldfish in Aomori
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1. Article

Read the following article aloud.

The Owani Line of the Konan Railway, which runs through Hirosaki City in Aomori Prefecture, features a unique
train decorated with around 350 goldfish lanterns known as kingyo neputa. The train will run until the end of
August.

On weekends and holidays, the train operates at night with only the lanterns' lights illuminating the interior, creating
a calm and refreshing ambiance during the hot summer days.

The tradition of kingyo neputa dates back to the Edo period (1603—1868). Since commoners could not afford to
keep goldfish as pets, they crafted these decorations from bamboo and Japanese paper as a substitute.

The lanterns on the Konan Railway train are approximately 15 centimeters (about 6 inches) in size. When
illuminated, the LED lights inside make the red Japanese paper glow, casting a magical ambiance throughout the
two-car train.

A high school student from Sapporo traveling with their family remarked, "I'm a railway enthusiast, but I've never
been on such an atmospheric train ride before. It really captures the essence of Tsugaru, and | enjoyed it a lot."

The train travels between Chuo Hirosaki Station and Owani Station, covering a distance of 13.9 kilometers (8.6
miles) in about 35 minutes. It makes eight round trips a day. There are no additional fees to board this special train.

Source : A Dreamy Train Ride with Glowing Goldfish in Aomori
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary
|

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. run (BIE, BELED) ETT S, E£H. BITD

The company will run a new marketing campaign.

2.feature HHETH. BUMETSH. (HFEZE) TESED

The new smartphone features a high-resolution camera.

3. known as~ ~&LTHLNTLND

This dish is known as the best in the region.

4. tradition {z#f. B, (EMLo, kD) B, B, MR
Itis a tradition to eat mochi on New Year’s Day in Japan.

5. substitute KAM. KEA, R (&)

You can use honey as a substitute for sugar.

3 Questions
| |

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. What is unique about the train on the Owani Line of the Konan Railway?
2. Why did commoners in the Edo period create kingyo neputa lanterns?

3. What is the distance covered by the train between Chuo Hirosaki Station and Owani
Station, and how long does it take?

4. Have you ever been on atrain with unique decorations or themes? If so, what was
it like?

5. Do you have any traditions in your community that are similar to the kingyo
neputa?
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