T
o5 % [@JAPAN Forward ) Weekly News Digest

EEEPILs

Scorching Heat Pushes Food Prices Up
as Harvests and Production Decline
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1. Article

Read the following article aloud.

The scorching heat wave is severely impacting farmers in Japan, leading to rising food prices as production
declines. Vegetable, dairy, and fish farms are particularly struggling, with many experiencing unprecedented
challenges. For instance, the owner of Naranja Farm in Shizuoka City reported that they are shipping out only one-
tenth of their usual volume due to significantly lower yields of summer vegetables like bell peppers, eggplants, and
tomatoes. In nearby Yaizu, Miwa Farm's eggplant shipments have dropped by 30-50%, primarily because of
insufficient rain, resulting in dry, hardened vegetables.

The dairy industry is also feeling the heat. In Chiba Prefecture, where dairy farming is prevalent, daily milk
production fell from 521 tons in June to just 434 tons in August. While production typically decreases in the summer,
this drastic decline is unprecedented. Concerns are rising not only about the health of the cows, some of which
have fallen ill due to the heat and are not expected to recover, but also about the potential impact on future
operations.

Additionally, fish farms in Sukumo Bay are facing mass die-offs of yellowtail due to elevated seawater
temperatures. The Sukumo Bay Fishery Cooperative is advising farmers to delay shipments until conditions
improve, highlighting the widespread impact of the ongoing heat wave on food production.

Source : Scorching Heat Pushes Food Prices Up as Harvests and Production Decline
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary
|

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1.scorching (BXkIT&-o7T) BEFDLKKL5%, PG EN) mAT

The sun was scorching during our hike, making us seek shade frequently.

2.yield (MG ED) £EE - ES. (RED) & - FIEIY - B, EHT S, BRY 5.
BHITEY - MET S

After improving the soil quality, the yvield of vegetables and fruits increased significantly.

3. prevalent E<W\EDH=oTWLVSH, BERLTWLS, RITLTLS, BEELTLS

Smoking is still prevalent in many countries despite health warnings.

4.drastic  (ELGED) WBiRAGE, GATEGREN) BU\Wof - BFG. (ELGEOHEN) BIBAG

The company had to make drastic changes to survive the financial crisis during the pandemic.

5.mass K=20. KF#EL. LEFED. KR - ERD. - £H - £F Y

The mass production of the new smartphone has made it affordable for everyone.

3 Questions
| |

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. How has the scorching heat wave affected farmers in Japan?
2. What concerns are rising among dairy farmers regarding the health of their cows?

3. Have you experienced difficulties due to extreme weather conditions? How did it
affect you?

4. How do you think rising food prices impact people in your community?

5. What do you think are some effective ways to support farmers during challenging
weather conditions?
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