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Tokaido Shinkansen Celebrates
60 Years and 7 Billion Passengers
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1. Article

Read the following article aloud.

The Tokaido Shinkansen celebrated its 60th anniversary on October 1 with a special ceremony at JR Tokyo Station.
Officials from JR Central and JR West attended the event, along with numerous train enthusiasts. Since its launch
in 1964, the Shinkansen has transported around seven billion passengers, becoming a key player in Japan's
domestic industrial development and a crucial link across the country. During the ceremony, JR Central President
Shunsuke Niwa reaffirmed the company's commitment to improving the Shinkansen's comfort, convenience, and
safety for passengers.

The first Nozomi 1 train departed at 6:00 AM for Hakata, Fukuoka Prefecture, to the applause of railway fans. A 12-
year-old boy named Koki Gyobu expressed his excitement about withessing such an important milestone in
person, marveling at the Shinkansen's safety and speed over the past six decades. The Tokaido Shinkansen
initially reduced travel time between Tokyo and Osaka from six hours to four, and now the journey takes only two
hours and 21 minutes, with no passenger fatalities in accidents throughout its history.

JR has continually improved the Shinkansen’s services, including increasing the number of trains per hour. Recent
updates focus on enhancing the onboard experience with new seating and workspace options for business
travelers. Looking ahead, the Linear Chuo Shinkansen, expected to open in 2026, will provide an alternative route.
However, President Niwa emphasized that the Tokaido Shinkansen will continue to be a cornerstone of Japan’s
transportation system as JR works to further improve its services.

Source : Tokaido Shinkansen Celebrates 60 Years and 7 Billion Passengers
JAPAN Forward
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https://japan-forward.com/tokaido-shinkansen-celebrates-60-years-and-7-billion-passengers/
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary
|

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. enthusiast BREML T 7. BHFR

The car enthusiast spent hours polishing his classic car collection.

2. reaffirm BHERYT L. BERATS

The CEO reaffirmed the company’s commitment to customer satisfaction during the meeting.
3.in person (BEYTLETIEA) UHIS, £ T, B, ®MET

| finally got to meet my favorite author in person at the book signing.

4. fatality (F#-KEF-BF-"RILGEITLD) k. ETE

The earthquake caused several fatalities in the region.

5.cornerstone ZE#& =, [BH. £&. £

Freedom of speech is a cornerstone of democracy.

3 Questions
| |

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. What event was celebrated on October 1 at JR Tokyo Station?

2. How long does the Tokaido Shinkansen take to travel from Tokyo to Osaka now,
and how did this change from the past?

3. What improvements has JR made to enhance the onboard experience for business
travelers?

4. Have you ever traveled on the Shinkansen? If so, how was your experience?

5. What kind of improvements would you like to see on the Shinkansen to make the
journey more comfortable for passengers?
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