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The Playful Secrets of Hokusai in
'The Great Wave'
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1. Article

Read the following article aloud.

Japan's new banknotes, introduced in July, feature the renowned ukiyo-e print The Great Wave off Kanagawa, an
image of a great wave and Mount Fuji by Katsushika Hokusai, on the backside of the 1,000 yen note, which honors
medical scientist Shibasaburo Kitasato. While this image is internationally famous, a hidden detail in the artwork,
understood by Edo locals 200 years ago, is often overlooked today. The print is not just about dramatic waves and
Mount Fuji but also celebrates the first bonito catch (hatsu gatsuo). Hokusai's playful touch can be seen in the
three boats shown, which are actually oshokurisen, high-speed vessels used to transport freshly caught bonito to
Edo.

The oshokurisen boats set out from the Nihonbashi fish market in Edo, buying bonito from fishermen off the Miura
Peninsula and returning by night, guided by the North Star. Edo locals eagerly awaited the first bonito of the
season, a prized and expensive delicacy. Hokusai’s depiction of the waves reflects this excitement, with the blue,
navy, and light blue stripes resembling the traditional katsuo-jima pattern seen on kimonos, symbolizing bonito.
Even the brown-tinted sky in the artwork hints at the mustard miso often paired with bonito sashimi.

Hokusai employed the rusumoyb technique in The Great Wave, where the central subject is represented through
related imagery rather than being directly shown. This method captures the spirit of the first bonito catch without
explicitly depicting it. The towering waves, boats, and Mount Fuji all contribute to this hidden subject, illustrating the
bold and optimistic spirit of Edo locals who valued seasonal flavors and the joy of the first bonito catch.

Source : The Playful Secrets of Hokusai in "The Great Wave'
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary
|

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. banknote <ZE>#¥. RITH (=<ZE>note, <XK>bill, bankbill)

| found an old banknote in my grandfather’s drawer.

2.setout from ~hoHHETS

The explorers set out from base camp to reach the summit.
3.delicacy Zb%5. Bk, M. B, hH\ES. [ELY. DEWL
In some countries, snails are a popular delicacy.

4. depiction #E. R¥E. fub

The book provides a vivid depiction of life in ancient Rome.
5.resemble ~IZf&lTLV%

She really resembles her mother in both looks and personality.

3 Questions
| |

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What hidden detail in The Great Wave off Kanagawa is often overlooked today?
2. What were the oshokurisen boats used for in the artwork?

3. How does Hokusai’s use of colors and patterns reflect the theme of bonito?

4. What technique did Hokusai use in The Great Wave, and what is its purpose?

5. Seasonal foods were important to Edo locals. Are there any seasonal foods that
you especially look forward to each year?
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