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How Many Books Do You Read Per
Month?
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1. Article

Read the following article aloud.

The percentage of Japanese people who do not read books is increasing, with over 60% of respondents in a
recent survey stating they do not read even one book per month. Books, long valued for their knowledge and
enjoyment, are being overshadowed by other forms of media. Efforts from both public and private sectors are
needed to encourage more reading, and create an environment where people can rediscover the joy of books.

The Agency for Cultural Affairs' 2023 survey revealed that 62.6% of respondents do not read books, a sharp
rise from 47.3% in 2018. This increase in non-readers is notable, especially since the COVID-19 pandemic kept
many people at home, seemingly creating more opportunities to read. However, the survey found that while
people may not read books, 75% of those who do not still consume written information online or via social media
nearly every day, suggesting that reading habits have shifted rather than disappeared.

The report highlights that time spent on smartphones or busy schedules are primary reasons people read less.
Although reading fewer books may not be entirely negative, the government is concerned about the decline in
bookstores and has initiated a promotion project to support them. Ultimately, while Japanese may be reading
differently today, preserving book culture remains important for the future.

Source : How Many Books Do You Read Per Month?
JAPAN Forward
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https://japan-forward.com/editorial-how-many-books-do-you-read-per-month/
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary
|

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1.respondent (7Y —FraEm) BIEE. (BIBRLND) ®E

The respondents provided a wide range of answers to the question.

2. be overshadowed by ~I[ck-oTEZFELEIND

The team’s victory was overshadowed by a major player injury.

3.seemingly —R. ®@EmL, RF=&Z5

The company is seemingly doing well, but it has financial troubles.

4. ultimately &#&#IZ. REMICE, BROEIH

They tried different approaches, but ultimately chose the simplest one.
5.initiate (FtE - BX-FELEWVWGELEZE) 1D, 7. MBI S

The company will initiate a new training program next month.

3 Questions
| |

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What is the current percentage of Japanese people who do not read even one book
per month?

2. What are the two main reasons why people are reading fewer books, according to
the report?

3. What has the government done in response to the decline in bookstores?
4. How often do you read books, and what type of books do you enjoy the most?

5. Do you think that smartphones and social media have affected your reading
habits? How?
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https://www.sankei.com/article/20240929-S5VQA4GRRROUVEYBHQ2BGMMKEE/

