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Yamaguchi City is In the NY Times' '52
Places to Go' But Sees Limited Tourism
Impact
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#3.Yamaguchi.]apan
52 Places to Go in 2024

Savor the temples and
the cuisine and skip the crowds

1. Article

Read the following article aloud.

Yamaguchi City, known as the "Kyoto of the West," was featured in the New York Times' "52 Places to Go in
2024," yet it has seen limited tourism growth. Unlike Morioka, where foreign visitors surged by over 60,000 in
2023 after the same feature, Yamaguchi's increase has been modest. Local businesses, including those near
the famous National Treasure Rurikoji Temple, report minimal impact, with some seeing only a slight rise in
Western visitors. High expectations are evident through the many posters across the city, yet the hoped-for
boost hasn’t materialized.

The city has initiated various promotional activities, such as ads and events, and is now focusing on
strengthening its social media presence. This includes collaborations with Yamaguchi University to expand their
official YouTube channel. By July 2024, inbound tourism had risen by 43.1%, but it has not reached projected
economic levels. Local experts suggest a unified public-private promotional effort is crucial for sustainable
tourism growth.

Although Yamaguchi City’s tourist numbers have yet to meet expectations, the warmth of its people leaves a
lasting impression, showcasing the city’s unique charm.

Source : Yamaguchi City is In the NY Times''52 Places to Go' But Sees Limited Tourism Impact
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary
|

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

l.surge RIBTH. RLERT . BFELEAS. ROKSIHTLHFESH. B - 2LF - 3.
HEEE - SEMEE. K- SRV

Interest in the event surged after the celebrity announcement.

2. modest #EZ B, SSOMG. BERG, HREL

Despite her efforts, she achieved only a modest improvement in her grades.
3. materialize E&itv 5. BRI S, EHRT S

After months of planning, their dream vacation finally began to materialize.

4, sustainable ERHIchi-->THlTond, #iF - FHETES. B2 ohnbd, A 5.
GREBEZHEET) HETaes

She aims to create a sustainable lifestyle that balances work and personal time.
5.haveyetto WEE~LTWEL., ~FBITEWz>TULVEL

We have vet to find a solution to this ongoing problem together.

3 Questions
| |

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What is Yamaguchi City known as, and what is the New York Times suggesting
about the city?

2. How does the tourism growth in Yamaguchi City compare to that in Morioka City?

3. Have you ever been to Yamaguchi City? What was it like? If you haven’t, what do
you imagine the city to be like?

4. What do you think are the benefits of a city being featured in a well-known
publication like the New York Times?

5. What kind of promotional activities do you think are most effective for attracting
tourists?
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The Sankei Shimbun
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