T .
=5 % (@ JAPAN Forward Y Weekly News Digest

EEEPILs

Japanese Swords and the Making of
Japan's First Foreign Swordsmith
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1. Article

Read the following article aloud.

Swiss swordsmith Johan Leutwiler's journey began eighteen years ago, when he attended a sword exhibition in
Switzerland that ignited his fascination with Japanese swords. At the time, Johan was employed at a steel
factory, but the beauty and craftsmanship of Japanese swords stayed with him, sparking a dream to one day
create a sword of his own. This passion led him to start practicing iaido and kendo, while also teaching himself
Japanese. In 2011, at age 23, Johan finally traveled to Japan, where he was deeply inspired by the country’s
rich history and traditions.

Though foreigners had not previously become swordsmiths, Johan was determined to pursue this path. In 2019,
after completing his military service in Switzerland, he moved to Japan to train under master swordsmith
Yoshihiro Kubo. As part of his journey, Johan undertook a demanding five-year apprenticeship and completed a
workshop with the Agency for Cultural Affairs, ultimately becoming the first non-Japanese person to achieve
swordsmith certification.

Today, Johan is working on his first sword in a workshop in Shobara City, Hiroshima Prefecture, fully committed
to his craft. He aims to create a sword that resonates emotionally, even with those who may not know much
about the art. Johan’s dedication and passion for Japanese sword-making shine as brightly as the flames of his
forge, symbolizing his respect for Japanese tradition and his desire to honor its legacy.

Source : Japanese Swords and the Making of Japan's First Foreign Swordsmith
JAPAN Forward
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2 Key phrases and vocabulary
|

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

l.ignite ~[CkZEDIFH. MAIAL-ESH. BIFEBRET S

His passion for painting was ignited by a visit to an art museum.
2. craftsmanship EADIREE. BARK., B

True craftsmanship requires patience, dedication, and skill.

3.resonate #5935, KYELS, EEED

The artist’s work resonates with people of all ages.

4. dedication WE. BEZ. B

Achieving such a goal requires hard work and dedication.

5.forge A, F. (8E%) LRI S, BETSH. TobEIFS LLTDHIET S

In the forge, metal is heated to extreme temperatures before being molded.

3 Questions
| |

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Why did Johan Leutwiler become interested in Japanese swords?
2. What did Johan start practicing as a result of his interest in Japanese swords?

3. How did Johan's journey to becoming a swordsmith begin in Japan, and who
trained him?

4. What does Johan hope to achieve with the swords he creates?

5. What is something you are passionate about that you would like to pursue further?
Why does it interest you?
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