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COP29: Make the Biggest Polluters
Do More on Climate Change
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

The 29th Conference of the Parties (COP29) to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change began on November 11 in Azerbaijan. As global temperatures rise,
surpassing the 1.5°C limit set by the UN compared to pre-industrial levels appears
inevitable in 2024. COP29 is expected to pressure nations to revise and increase their
greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets, particularly as the 2035 submission deadline
approaches in February 2025. The conference is anticipated to involve contentious
debates, with developed countries facing calls for higher reductions and increased
contributions to climate funds for developing nations.

Developing countries, vulnerable to climate change, seek international support for disaster
prevention and decarbonization efforts, emphasizing the historical responsibility of
developed nations for global warming. However, China's role complicates matters.
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1_ Article

Despite being the largest GHG emitter, accounting for 32% of global emissions, China
remains classified as a developing country under the UN framework. This status allows it to
act as a fund recipient, adding tension to negotiations. Japan, contributing less than 3% of
global emissions, faces challenges meeting its own reduction goals, particularly due to the
slow restart of nuclear power plants.

The broader context highlights the intersection of environmental and economic priorities,
especially with the potential shift in U.S. policy under the Trump administration, which could
emphasize fossil fuels or even lead to COP withdrawal. As COP negotiations navigate
these conflicting interests, they serve as a reminder that addressing global warming
requires balancing national interests with collective action to avoid jeopardizing future
progress.

2 . Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. submission #ZH. X, Rit. &K

The submission of the final report is due next Monday.

2.vulnerable 5L\, M54, B (BH) Z2ITOTL

The elderly are vulnerable to financial scams targeting their savings.
3.account for ~DEEZLHDE. ~DOHDH. ~DELRELLES

Women account for nearly half of the workforce in this country.
4.recipient ZHA. ZHEE. IHE

Donations were sent to the recipient organizations providing disaster relief.
5. fossil fuels {EREH

Burning fossil fuels is a major source of greenhouse gas emissions.
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3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What is the main purpose of COP29, and why is it considered
significant?

2. How does China’s classification as a developing country complicate
COP29 negotiations?

3. What challenges does Japan face in meeting its GHG reduction
goals?

4. How might a shift in U.S. policy under the Trump administration
impact global climate efforts?

5. How do you balance environmental concerns with economic
priorities in your own decisions, like transportation or consumption?
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