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Revisit 'No Need to Attend School’
Law that Fostered Trend
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.
The number of elementary and junior high school students in Japan who missed school
for 30 days or more reached a record high of 346,482 in fiscal year 2023, marking the
11th consecutive year of increase. Notably, the percentage of school-age children not
attending school rose to 3.7%, up from 3.2% in 2022. Alarmingly, younger students
showed the highest rate of increase, with first-grade absentees more than doubling in
two years. The Ministry of Education attributes this trend partly to disruptions caused
by the COVID-19 pandemic, evolving parental attitudes, and the widespread
acceptance of the idea that children need not be forced to attend school, spurred by
the 2017 Act on Ensuring Educational Opportunities.

Serious cases of absenteeism, including those linked to bullying, are also at record
levels, underscoring the urgency of the issue. Teachers surveyed by the ministry often
cited students’ lack of motivation toward school life as a key reason, but experts caution

against oversimplifying the problem.
L plitying . Continued on next page.
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Home visits and detailed investigations are necessary to identify root causes, along
with efforts to enhance teacher training and understanding of student conditions.
Merely blaming students risks missing opportunities for effective intervention.

Schools play a critical role beyond academics, teaching children vital social skills
through group interactions. Allowing the belief that school attendance is unnecessary
to spread may hinder children’s development. To address this, the government and
education boards must reassess current policies, ensuring they balance flexibility with
the core value of school education.

2 . Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1. disruption E&E.. BRI, &k, 2. $#f
A power outage can cause a serious disruption to daily life.
2.spur HEZEMNTEH, ~EWYITH, ~ZRETH. ~ZHRHT S

The new tax policy may spur investments in green energy.

3. intervention A, fME. T, FAE. P

Government intervention is often required in times of economic crisis.

4. interaction (EHOA®D) Xik. HEEH. HEOEZE
The success of the project depends on the interaction between team members.
5.hinder #1F5. $hET 5. WET H. ~SELEL. BELtED

Negative attitudes often hinder personal growth.
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3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What factors does the Ministry of Education attribute to the increase
in absenteeism?

2. Why do experts believe it is important not to oversimplify the
problem of absenteeism?

3. What steps are suggested to address the issue of increasing
absenteeism in Japan?

4. Do you think children should be required to attend school every day,
or is it okay to have more flexibility? Why?

5. What do you think could help reduce absenteeism in schools? Are
there any changes you would suggest?
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