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Tokyo's Twisting Concrete Masterpiece
Complete After 20 Years
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

The Arimaston Building, located on Hijirizaka slope in Tokyo's Minato Ward, is a
remarkable architectural creation by Keisuke Oka. Constructed over 20 years, the
reinforced concrete structure, with its twisting form and enigmatic patterns, blurs the
line between sculpture and architecture. Built on a small 40-square-meter plot, the four-
story building reflects Oka's improvisational style, incorporating unconventional
materials like food trays and plants into the design. The concrete used contains reduced
water content, making it exceptionally durable. Experts estimate it could last 200 years,
adding to the building’s mystique and longevity.

Oka began the project in 2005 with only a vague vision, relying on ad-lib design methods
and the contributions of creative friends. His craftsmanship and unique concrete mixture
give the building a gleaming surface and an otherworldly aesthetic.

Continued on next page.
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Despite its completion, the building will undergo a relocation of 10 meters in 2025 due to
a redevelopment project, employing the traditional Japanese technique of "hikiya."

Looking ahead, Oka envisions collaborating with others on exciting architectural
projects. He hopes to channel the creative energy and connections he has built in
recent years into new endeavors, potentially leading to more extraordinary structures

like the Arimaston Building. This unique creation stands as a testament to innovation
and imagination in contemporary Japanese architecture.

2 . Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1. blur the line between A and B A:LBDIERZEERIZT

Virtual reality games blur the line between gaming and real-life experiences.

2.incorporate Ainto B A (74 T7 - 4 E) ZBICHRY ANnS. HAHAD

The designer incorporated traditional patterns into the modern dress.

3.durable MAEDHL. RFELT S, XXG ; [EHE T HAHEHR
The tent proved to be durable during the storm.

4.channel Ainto B A (B8l - 15k - 5H - MELE) ZBIZRAITS
Yoga helps me channel my stress into something positive.

5. testament EE. FE#L, EE

The well-maintained garden is a testament to the gardener's dedication.

Source : Tokyo's Twisting Concrete Masterpiece Complete After 20 Years
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3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What makes the design of the Arimaston Building unique?
2. Why is the concrete used in the building so durable?
3. What are Keisuke Oka’s plans for future projects?

4. Have you ever seen a building with a unique design like the
Arimaston Building? What did you think about it?

5. Have you ever worked on a creative project with friends? How did it
go?
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