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Honda-Nissan Integration Promises New
Boost to Japan's Auto Industry
Competitiveness
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Honda Motor Company and Nissan Motor Corporation, two prominent Japanese
automakers, are negotiating a potential merger to strengthen their competitiveness in the
global market. They are exploring the formation of a holding company, and Nissan is also
considering a merger with Mitsubishi Motors, its business ally. This move responds to
competition from emerging players like Tesla and BYD, which dominate the electric vehicle
(EV) market with their competitive pricing and rapid innovation. If successful, the merger
would create the world's third-largest automaker, following Toyota and Volkswagen.

Japanese automakers, including Honda and Nissan, are struggling in the EV sector and
scaling back operations in China due to stiff competition. Chinese EV manufacturers are
also expanding into Southeast Asia, traditionally a stronghold for Japanese firms. To counter
these challenges, Honda and Nissan have agreed to collaborate on EV technology and
next-generation "software-defined vehicles" (SDVs), which allow performance updates
through software. Adding Mitsubishi Motors could further reduce costs by standardizing
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1_ Article

components. While EV sales are slowing due to high prices and limited charging
infrastructure, hybrids, a Japanese specialty, are regaining popularity, especially in the U.S.,
offering a buffer for rebuilding EV strategies.

The automobile industry remains critical to Japan’s economy, with the value of
manufactured goods exceeding ¥50 trillion JPY ($ USD) and approximately 5.5 million
people employed in related sectors. Honda, Nissan, and other Japanese automakers must
leverage this transitional period to innovate and secure their place in the evolving global
market. While the shift to EVs is crucial for decarbonization, the resurgence of hybrids
provides a valuable opportunity to stabilize and adapt.

2 . Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.

1. merger (ft%¥ - ## - FZE0D) &6, &R

A merger between the two airlines could reduce costs and improve service.
2.scale back (H#E%) #fiE/hd B

Due to the pandemic, many businesses were forced to scale back their workforce.

3. standardize ##®{tT 5. EEILLT S, #Hi—9F 5

By standardizing the interface, the software became easier for everyone to use.

4. leverage (~%) FATSH. FHTD; (~I2) BAESTE#IES. TTANT S ;
TIDA, TIEHEE; sh., =&

Businesses must |everage data analysis to stay competitive in today’s market.

5.resurgence {&EiE. BE., B
The fashion industry saw a resurgence of 90s styles in the last decade.
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3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Why are Honda and Nissan considering a merger?
2. What challenges are Japanese automakers facing in the EV market?

3. Why are “software-defined vehicles” (SDVs) important for
automakers like Honda and Nissan, as mentioned in the text?

4. What do you think about the idea of companies merging to compete
better in the global market? Can you think of other industries where
this might be necessary?

5. How important do you think innovation is for traditional industries
like the automobile sector?

EAEEERE :
A KSvenE maTEenoHLEh

AR—DFHARERXDBRERTY , AEMOENEXDBRERTIEHY FH A,

ERNEHEXRFORC A LEBEBHENMRERSICRITIREICADZETHEBLTWSZ LR
Mhot=,

BHoMREHRIL., MHANRTICAS I LEZHRET 5, KMIC. BELEXRESFZHTU=ZH
HENERTDHIEELHR/FICARTLNSDELS,

HANREREZRAT DITESDE, KTXSPOHEDLLEMB (BYD) &Wof=HEA—H—
MMEHERF N PCRAERAE—FORSTERERE (EV) TBZEFEL TS LT HEHR

nNH5,
REIZH L

H#t: ROALHE HATREFHOMIEEN
JAPAN Forward

A (&, — B EEAN D v/ U T+ —FHEERE . X RUERT OALLYHEER T EREAa—I U BRRARUARELTWET
THRAO R - EETERAZECRELEY


https://japan-forward.com/ja/honda-nissan-integration-promises-new-boost-to-japans-auto-industry-competitiveness/

o TESE

9513 X . JAPANForward ) Weekly News Digest
EEEPIus” ZaA—ATFARBYL AV EHM

EASERERE
A xSs5enE macmenomitEh

AR—DFHHBARERXDBARERTYT , AEMOEHNEXDBARERTEHY FE A,

REHENEHITNIL, BRESHTIENIZEHEIIL—T, MIFILIRT—=4F2 (VW) JIL—
TICRSCHRIGIICFELT S, B ERTIREERERET 5L THRAMNBEDRKIC
DRI, HRMISETHTEEEIIIL—TEBHELTIZLLY,

AARA—A—IFEVTRECHENRTE Y. SRICEVOERNELCHETB TEIEEOE M EELN
TW%, BABABW I 7EHORA7 OTMIETH. HEA—H—DEVALAYIEH TS,

HE S LIERIRZEITRALE S &, SEBAICEVRINTDRETHET S LETEEL TV, =
ZELMHY ., BPHEEOHKROABLLGEETIAR NI VU ERSD,

SHIC, MRIFRAR—F I+ VDESICEHEY I FOEEHZICE > TEDMREFR L TE S RMH
RETYIrHITF7 - FI7A4V K- E—49JL (SDV) | Eifflc2WWTHHERERAFETSELT
LM=.

EVIZHBEA L TNIEFLEERAE L. RERBEOEBHEDOENLH > THEEICIIBERLH D,
2., BEDOBRRFILICAIT, EVAFEBEHTHDIEDRFIEEL > TLVELY,

ENEBEERIEEHREFAENOKMAEEZ . BEERICETMEE05ANUREST HENIRRD
EREEE, RRZBIZENH L TIRAG LR,

Z(\, EVOBRGENEET Z2—AT. BARA—H—HNEFEELTZNA4TY Yy FE (HV) ODARH
K(EFEEDDIZERLTWNS, BRA—H—ITE - Tlk, EVEEZUTEIEBNAGHT BT

RS, HERLITTELS, BRA—A—RFXIOBEEENLTIELLY,

H#t: ROALHE HATREFHOMIEEN
JAPAN Forward

A (&, — B EEAN D v/ U T+ —FHEERE . X RUERT OALLYHEER T EREAa—I U BRRARUARELTWET
THRAO R - EETERAZECRELEY


https://japan-forward.com/ja/honda-nissan-integration-promises-new-boost-to-japans-auto-industry-competitiveness/

