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Prized Matcha from Kyoto Struggles to
Keep Up with Surging Demand
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

AR—D(GHE= 1 —RBEEEMLEXTT,
Uji matcha, a premium powdered green tea cultivated in Kyoto for nearly 800 years, is
experiencing an unprecedented surge in demand. Known for its balance of sweetness and
astringency, it has gained popularity not only in Japan but also abroad, fueled by
increasing interest in Japanese cuisine and health trends. Since autumn 2024, supply
shortages have become common due to bulk-buying by tourists and rising global demand,
with resellers marking up prices. The Japanese government plans to increase matcha
production to meet both domestic and overseas needs.

This demand spike has put significant pressure on local tea producers like Hosoi Farm,
which has been inundated with requests for large quantities of matcha. The farm, once
receiving few inquiries, now faces overwhelming demand, raising concerns about quality
control and the risk of counterfeit products entering the market. Retailers have responded
by temporarily suspending sales and limiting the quantity of matcha that customers can

purchase. Continued on next page.
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1_ Article

Some stores, such as Tsuen Tea in Uji City, have seen inbound tourists bulk-buying
matcha, contributing to shortages of rare items.

The increase in matcha exports reflects this trend, with Japan's green tea exports reaching
record levels in 2023. Matcha-based products like lattes and sweets are in high demand
globally, especially in markets like the U.S. and Southeast Asia. However, this has led to
price hikes and the appearance of counterfeit matcha products on online shopping
platforms. To combat this, Japanese companies are taking countermeasures to prevent
excessive orders and ensure the authenticity of Uji matcha.

2 . Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1. astringency & ; BaL S, FRS ; Whak

The wine has a noticeable astringency that pairs well with rich foods.

2.markup fEEHFT S, ~OffiEELIFS; ~DAELTS; (R - XELLE) RET D
The company marked up their luxury handbags by 15% to increase profits.

3. be inundated with  (FZEND&E T AI2) ~HKRENT D, BLFES ; ~TKELIZA S,
HInTE5; ~IZEEEIND

The customer service department was inundated with complaints after the product
launch.

4. counterfeit BED. BYD ; BY. BER ; ~ZFHBET D, Bad;, ~DAYETH

The police arrested a man for selling counterfeit luxury watches.

5. price hike {fi#&t5H. ELIF

A significant price hike in oil has led to an increase in transportation costs.
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3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What factors have contributed to the rising global demand for Uji
matcha?

2. How have supply shortages affected retailers and their sales
strategies?

3. What issues have emerged due to the increased popularity of
matcha, aside from shortages?

4. In your opinion, what could be done to prevent counterfeit matcha
products from being sold?

5. If you had to recommend a Japanese food or drink to people abroad,
what would you choose and why?
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AR—DFHARERXDBRERTYT , AEMOEHNEXDBARERTEHY FEA.

FARAEOES BB (D5Z2A) 1| (FA™H) T, BFEI1LACAM AR EZHRIDICKEDESE
FHEATEH—ANEM, INOENIEIZEES ZEEHY. FLL—EBERKIEHEEICLZ>TL
HEWNS, BAHNHERE TBEELETHZOBAFIENASNI-CENREL-DOTIEE LD
EHTIND,
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[CIFRYNHSH] L. HEEBAKOHRE VS RHELPTZHELGVEER,. THRREIRHAR
ETHERENELD, PLIDRELGHZEBALTIILLY EFUMTTNS,

RET7OTREBNDL avELTH A LT, FEREREBETCHSTLIZEAONET—ADE
HHEZESINTWS, PETHE, FAREEOEHENEM TERINIHAELRREL TS,

BADYA FTIEEER, 40495 LTEMPILIS00ANE R, 3EIELFI4400H TERFTEES M TLV =
o FRRDEHMNWMFEL TV -EMT., KOIFEEL IR, N FLPYUVAR—ILGBEDYA +
TH. EARICEMD2ELULEDEADULNTL =,

e HoNBDITALESEOFER EDRRBRIEIALSHNTREL, 2, TS5 LETAZRZIT. E
REFEOHIZIFE, GEEREMTHREZBALGVESBIFUNMNTEECHEH D, R—EFFR~DXK
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. FEITIXENT IERHFE PEEEFRIN. RAFRIFGREMEEHN2019F118. FELBICE
SERYE L ZHER, 21F1RIZHERLZEH SN TLV =,
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L TREIRSEHFREENEAH SN, TRIFE] ELTERICLGFE 1=,
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