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Will Miyagi's Cemetery for Muslims
Solve Its Depopulation Crisis?
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Miyagi Prefecture Governor Yoshihiro Murai is pressing ahead with plans to create a cemetery
for Muslims who reject cremation for religious reasons. These plans have caused concern,
with the prefectural government receiving approximately 1,200 inquiries. Most of them raised
objections. Citing Japan's declining population and labor shortages, Murai insists,
"Irrespective of criticism, we must do this."

Liberal Democratic Party member Kenji Sasaki addressed the matter at a prefectural
assembly meeting on February 19. "We cannot move forward on this project without the
understanding of the residents," he stated. Sasaki added that it was "a highly sensitive issue."

Governor Murai takes a different view. He says ongoing research shows that not only
foreigners but also Japanese citizens are seeking different burial options. He further
emphasizes, "Gaining the understanding of municipalities and local residents is crucial. We

will carefully consider the issues and possible solutions before making a decision.”
Continued on next page.
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1_ Article

The controversy began with a press conference in December 2024. When asked about the
burial ground plan, Governor Murai confirmed it, saying, "Building in the city is not feasible.
That is why we are exploring suitable locations." Murai further emphasized, "While we
advocate for a multicultural society, it's concerning that we haven't given proper attention to
cemeteries."

His initiative aligns with Miyagi's 2023 agreement with Indonesia on securing labor.
Indonesia, home to the world's largest Muslim population, prohibits cremation based on
Islamic beliefs. In 2023, the prefecture entered into a memorandum of understanding with
the Indonesian government to secure human resources. Governor Murai visited Indonesia
multiple times through 2024. He noted the appeal of its abundant labor market and exploring
ways to address the chronic labor shortages facing local industries.

According to the Quran, cremation is forbidden. Cemeteries that allow burial are extremely
limited, with only about 10 such sites nationwide, none of which are located in the Tohoku
region. While burial is not favored in Japan, with municipal approval, under current
Japanese law, it is allowed.

According to the Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare's 'Report on Public Health
Administration and Services,' Japan's cremation rate was 99.97% in 2017.

Aiming to improve the environment for accepting Indonesian workers, the prefecture has
proposed the construction of a burial site for Muslims. The responsible entity is still under
consideration, including the possibility of a prefectural-run facility (according to the Food

Safety Promotion Division).

In Oita Prefecture, a large-scale Islamic burial site project, the first of its kind in Kyushu, had
progressed. However, following the mayoral election in 2024, a newly elected mayor, who
firmly opposed the plan, effectively stalled the project, returning it to square one.

When asked if allowing burials is a straightforward issue, Murai replied, "Some may think
I'm acting hastily or not listening to opinions. However, | believe | have the greatest sense of
urgency among Miyagi residents about the population decline.”" He emphasized his resolve,
stating, "l am determined to boldly tackle various challenges."

Given the worsening social conditions, such as population decline and labor shortages, will
residents accept Murai's decision?
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1. irrespective of ~IZBEBLGEL. ~ITHhhbh 5T, ~EMHT

Irrespective of age, everyone can enjoy learning a new language.

2. feasible E{TH[RELE. EHAREL ; BL=. SEhHLL

Building a house in that area is feasible, but it will be expensive.
3.align with ~&—¥95. ~I2iR5 ; ~EHi#HT S

The government’s decision does not align with public opinion.

4.stall ~zFHSEDH. Botd, 5ITLDHD ; RETSH. TVALT D
5458 (F-BMEOVELYY) ; BIE. ES

They tried to stall the decision until more data was available.
5.return to square one RYHLIZES. EANLPYET

After months of work, a major error forced us to return to square one.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Why does Governor Murai support the creation of a cemetery for
Muslims?

2. How does Miyagi Prefecture’s agreement with Indonesia relate to the
cemetery project?

3. What happened to the Islamic burial site project in Oita Prefecture?

4. What challenges do you think Japan might face in accepting more
foreign workers? How could these challenges be addressed?

5. If your community were considering a similar cemetery project, how
do you think people around you would react? Would you support or
oppose it?
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BAERERSE : 1 AS LTS [HARANCEHREA]
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RELOEANMNS KEFLFLVA RS LBED-OHICEFEN L ESMOBRFHE L. BHE
LIfThd, BFICEERLSALEVEHLEARI2004FE N, Z<LERIDEENS, FH#
EEANBFREOAOBRDOAFLTREZNEATHS>I-OELT, THFEINH->THLOLEITAE
BHEN] EELT., BHEEBERICROMYZESIZHEL,

MERDEBNGTNIERBE LG, FEBICEO DT THEHF]
19D RER. BRR - ERSBOEAKRBRAKE I S EEZITHIITI=,

NHEF MMRET>TWWSHAET, AEARLITTHCHRANIZLEIRFZTEELNNS oMo &
B, TD—AT META P ROEREZIEE, REORBLERKE TEICKRET L THER
35] iRt

FEOREKRIL, FFI2A23BDEFRERR. HAKELIFEZHOFEIZ OV THDO., IH
PICEDDIFHEICONEVDT, BEHZERSTINS] LFHEZROT,

HMAKREZDI AT, 1 RATLEBHEZRIEIC ZVEHEHELEEVGA L (BEMIIZ) BAITERE
WTWWELDIE., TERELTIELLDALZEEONER S, #ELAH-TERLBFNIEESALY &
EJ%E L/f:o

BREEICH L, BFICIEINFETISHI200860BWOVEHLENFE N, ELIERFPEBIDE
EWLVS,

REASHSE, RET7OT70A Y FROTHFEAMERICETIREERD LIz, HAKIIHESE
FTICHE., AEZHM,. EAGFBHEORNZEZRL L] £ LT, BHEMNGAFAEICHTH
TERNDFHEERERRL TS,

AV RRVTIFAASLEFENIHATRLZENI L THONS, BEHO—5 V(CIIFRERICIEE SN
TEETDEDHY. 1 ASLBFEOBTREIZEZTE SN D,

HEL : A RS LLHFN TBRANCHHEE] TRBUCHKE] T - HHAOFE RH4EE12004
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BITETIRRFELESNTE LT, BELOBREHHA. TEHOFFAIAH Y EEZE =B (EH]

RET=.

=12, BEEFBED THETEREH ) 12&dE. ER29FEDEED MEFERE(F9 - 97%, ERNIC
TEARELEMIBO TOEL ., BITA ASLBFEEZHRICZITANSEMIEIEEIC10HFTEE,
Bt AIZZ—AHRRB AR,

ZITRIE AVFRVTAFBHELORTANRRZEGRT 5 —REL T, THREMOERZT
bH L, REEXRE TREZESORED] (BEEL LOREHER) £ 5,

A RS LBLIHEMZDH o> TIF, RSBBHEI TS X3 LEEFIKRICK 2 AMMBHORRIEE
RETEANEATN LS, FFSADHTRET TMERX ] OHFETRMNEE, HEFERELE, &
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CHOBNEWRBERT. XEZZEDHLHILIE. TARBICHELI LLEON] LRDOAEHAKIE
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nNdE0NEH5m,
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