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Stay Home if Mt Fuji Erupts, New
Government Guidelines Advise

ELILUAKIBEBE A L-BOBIRMERIZONT, BFEWMOHTEMZER LT L, ENRIRIZE 5 a4E
ENRHB=0. BRBEBEOERICH L., T CICHEETEETOEEFTRHEEZROTVET, HLRFEEIC
AL KARERATHWEINA?ELSH,. EXWWABALEL, HEEOBEBEFIZEDL S HEEN
HHEEBNETHI?

1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

On March 21, the Japanese government released its first guidelines for managing volcanic
ash fallout in the event of a large-scale eruption of Mt Fuji. The guidelines generally advise
residents to remain at home rather than evacuate immediately.

Since ashfall may persist for an extended period, the guidelines suggest storing two weeks'
worth of supplies. This is double the amount recommended for a major earthquake directly
beneath the Tokyo metropolitan area.

However, the extent and pattern of ashfall will vary depending on factors such as the scale of
the eruption and weather conditions. Consequently, local governments and residents may
face difficult decisions.

Mt Fuji has erupted approximately 180 times over the past 5,600 years. The last eruption,

known as the Hoei Eruption, occurred in 1707. ,
Continued on next page.
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1_ Article

It lasted intermittently for more than 10 days, sending ash plumes over 10,000 meters high.
The eruption ejected an estimated 1.7 billion cubic meters of volcanic material, with ashfall
reported as far as present-day northern Chiba Prefecture.

In 2020, the government modeled a scenario similar to the Hoei Eruption, assuming the
worst-case conditions with strong southwest winds. Under this scenario, ash accumulation
near Sagamihara City, Kanagawa Prefecture, could exceed 20 centimeters by the second
day of the eruption. By the 12th day, the ash could approach 30 centimeters.

In Shinjuku Ward, Tokyo, ash accumulation could exceed five centimeters by the second
day. By the 12th day, it could approach 10 centimeters.

Ashfall would almost certainly bring public transportation to a standstill. Railway surface
lines and airport runways would become unsafe, while roads with as little as three
centimeters of ash could become impassable on inclines. The disruption of transportation
networks could persist for an extended period, paralyzing the movement of people and
goods.

Given these potential disruptions, the guidelines emphasize that residents in affected areas
should remain at home rather than evacuate immediately. Historical records show that the
Hoei eruption produced continuous ashfall for 16 days. This highlights the need for larger
stockpiles than the seven-day supply recommended for earthquakes.

The guidelines also urge local governments and infrastructure operators to develop response
plans in advance. These plans should prioritize the restoration and maintenance of lifelines
and ensure the rapid supply of essential goods. This is especially important given the
expected breakdown of transportation networks.

However, according to government officials, there is currently a disparity between
businesses that have made progress in their preparations and those that remain unprepared.

The disposal of volcanic ash presents another major challenge. The total volume of ash
requiring disposal is estimated at around 490 million cubic meters. This is more than 10
times the 31 million tons of disaster debris generated by the 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake.

Professor Naoya Sekiya, a disaster sociology expert at the University of Tokyo, warns that
modern urban areas are paved, unlike during the Hoei eruption. This prevents the ash from
returning to the soil. He cautions that disposal "could take years to complete.”
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1. evacuate (BIRGIHEANORXREMRIGAIC) BT L BHHIED

The hotel guests had to evacuate because of a gas leak.
2.erupt  CKRIUDY) BRI D, BFET L (BIFEN) BEITD
The volcano suddenly erupted, sending ash and smoke into the sky.

3. bring to a standstill  (B1Z - #aEl &) ZFLSED ;
(RBHEETE) ZFOREIZT S

The heavy snow brought the city to a standstill.

4. Given ~, ~%EETDHE. ~ERETHE. ~ZFRIHRELT

Given his experience, he is the best candidate for the job.

5. debris  (REShiMO) AhE, BE XFMELH

The rescue team cleared the debris from the collapsed building.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. How did the Hoei Eruption affect areas far from Mt. Fuji?

2. What problems could ashfall cause for transportation?

3. What actions do the guidelines urge local governments and
infrastructure operators to take?

4. What kind of emergency supplies do you keep at home? Do you think
two weeks’ worth is enough?

5. If Mt. Fuji erupted today, how do you think it would affect your daily
life?
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