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Expo 2025's Gender-Neutral
Toilets Spark Heated Debate
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Gender-neutral toilets have been introduced at Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, which opened on
April 13. A similar setup was implemented in 2023 at a high-rise complex in Kabukicho,

Tokyo. However, it was later scrapped following criticism that women and children would not
feel safe using them.

According to the Expo Association's official website, 112 gender-neutral toilets have been
installed across 18 of the 46 restrooms throughout the venue.

During a press preview on April 9, it was confirmed that 33 of these toilets were located in a
large restroom near the "Forest of Tranquility," a central area within the site.

The layout features gender-neutral toilet stalls on both sides of a shared area with
communal sinks and mirrors. Male urinals are located further inside, requiring users to walk
through the shared space to reach them.

Continued on next page.
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1_ Article

Expo officials explained that one purpose of the gender-neutral toilets is to reduce long lines
at women's restrooms. They noted, "For women who prefer not to share facilities with men,
there are also dedicated women's toilets available."

Three women-only stalls are available in the restroom in the shared restroom area as well,
each equipped with a sink.

However, there are no men-only stalls in the same area. Signage directs male users seeking
separate facilities to the nearest gender-separated restroom.

A previous attempt to introduce gender-neutral toilets was at the Tokyu Kabukicho Tower,
which opened in April 2023. That facility featured eight shared stalls, two women-only stalls,
and two men-only stalls, along with shared sinks. Following backlash, the design was revised
to fully separate the restrooms by gender about four months later.

Another toilet-related controversy at Expo 2025 involves the design of the children-only
restrooms. In these restrooms, child-sized urinals and toilets are arranged without gender
separation or partitions, prompting debate online.

Critics on social media compared the design to "evacuation shelters during disasters," while
others pointed out that similar layouts are common in nursery schools.

According to the Expo Association's website, 12 of the 46 restrooms at the venue feature
child-sized toilets in addition to standard facilities.

However, the two children-only restrooms at the "Lost Child Center and Baby Center" near
the East and West gates have raised concerns. These have three child-sized toilets and two
urinals lined up, separated only by low plastic partitions. Such designs are extremely rare in
Japan.

Opinions online are divided. Some defended the design, noting, "As someone in architectural
design, this is the norm for toilets used by 1- to 3-year-olds."

Others expressed concern: "This setup ignores the psychological needs of modern children,”
and "In daycare, children are surrounded by familiar adults — but public spaces are full of
strangers. This isn't appropriate.”

The issue was raised in a cabinet committee session on April 15 by Noriko Ishigaki, an upper
house member from the Constitutional Democratic Party. She criticized the design, saying,
"Doesn't this show a lack of consideration for children's privacy? Even with a guardian
present, kids are still exposed to adult strangers."

Continued on next page.
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A Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry official responded that the facilities are intended
for children aged 0-2 and are to be used only when accompanied by guardians. The
restrooms are monitored by staff to prevent unauthorized access and are designed to be
used by one family group at a time. "Other groupings are only allowed with mutual consent,"
the official added.

Ishigaki pushed back, saying, "Sure, you might have a family with triplets or twins close in
age, but still [...] The explanation that the toilets are meant for use by a single group, and that
others can join with consent, just doesn't hold up. If it's a design flaw, then the simple
solution is to fix it by adding partitions."
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1.stall (kA L%GED) BE, T—X

Each bathroom in the train station has three stalls.

2.communal #A®. XEO (EM - EEG L)

You must follow certain rules when using a communal bath in Japan.

3. dedicated =EA®D. HEDRARD

Every high school should have a dedicated nurse and counselor for the students.
4. partition {91y . ME{ELIY

At the theater ticket office, the clerk sat behind a glass partition.

5.consent RE. &

Children may not go on a field trip without the consent of a parent.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. What was the purpose for making gender-neutral restrooms for the
Osaka Expo?

2. Why are some people unhappy with the restroom design?

3. Why is upper-house member Noriko Ishigaki concerned about the
design of the children-only restrooms?

4. Would it be better if the bathrooms simply had all normal toilets and
no urinals, like bathrooms in houses? Why or why not?

5. Are you satisfied with the design of the Osaka Expo bathrooms? If
so, why? If not, how would you redesign them?
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