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How a TOEIC Exam Scam Exploited
Japan's Testing System
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How Japan Became a Target of the Exam Fraud Industry
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

A cheating scandal involving the TOEIC exam has raised new concerns about
Japan’s testing system. Several people were arrested for helping others cheat
on the test, which is widely used in university admissions and job applications.

How the Scam Worked

The suspects offered a service where stand-ins would take the test in place of
the real applicants. Some used wireless earphones or fake IDs to pretend to be

someone else. These were fraudulent actions that went unnoticed for a long
time.

Continued on next page.
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1_ Article

Lack of Oversight

In some cases, test centers failed to notice suspicious behavior. Experts say
this could be due to too much |eniency in ID checks and test monitoring.
Without strong rules, cheating can easily go undetected.

An lllicit Business

The group behind the scam ran an illicit business offering high scores for
money. They advertised online, and many students who were desperate for
good scores paid them. Japan’s English test market is now saturated with
services that promise fast results, making it harder to find reliable help.

Just the Tip of the Iceberg

Some believe this case is only the tip of the iceberg. More cheating cases may
exist but haven’t been discovered yet. Experts are calling for stronger security
and better training for staff to protect the fairness of these tests.

Nogata Police Station (Wikimedia Commons)

Source: How a TOEIC Exam Scam Exploited Japan's Testing System
JAPAN Forward

AEM &, —MEEEAND /S T A D— RIEERE, $RSHERTSIILLDHEER T, ERE1 -2 S— 2 IBRRHMMRELTLET,
THX bR - METERZE<ELET,


https://japan-forward.com/how-a-toeic-exam-scam-exploited-japans-testing-system/

o TESE

w5 x JAPAN FORWARD e

EEEPIus”
2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1. leniency EBEXE. BFRE=E

The judge showed |leniency and reduced her sentence.

2. fraudulent FE#dD. FIEXL

He was arrested for submitting fraudulent tax documents.
3.illicit &G, ELonht=

The police discovered an illicit gambling ring in the basement.
4. saturated faFlIKEED. Lo IXLD

The market is saturated with smartphone apps.

5.tip of the iceberg KILO—fF ; Chdh o >EHLMNILEDS

These complaints are just the tip of the iceberg — many more people are unhappy.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What kind of devices did the suspects use to cheat on the TOEIC
test?

2. How were the answers given to the test takers during the scam?
3. Why did the test center not notice the cheating?
4. What should schools or test centers do to prevent cheating?

5. How would you feel if someone got a job or passed a test by
cheating?
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