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The Foreign Talent Basic Law: Proposal
from a Former Police Chief
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

In 2018, the year | returned to Japan after a long assignment as a Moscow correspondent,
what surprised me most was the noticeable increase in the number of foreigners. Statistical
data confirms this trend. At the end of 2021, Japan had approximately 2.76 million foreign
residents. That number has since grown by more than 300,000 per year, reaching around
3.77 million by the end of 2024. Foreigners now make up about 3% of the total population.

In 2023, the National Institute of Population and Social Security Research projected that
foreigners will account for 10.8% of Japan's population by 2070. Given the recent pace of
growth, some experts believe this figure could be reached even earlier. A foreign population
above 10% would bring Japan in line with many Western countries.

Continued on next page.
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In response to this trend, the Outlook Foundation, chaired by former National Police Agency
Commissioner General Takaji Kunimatsu, is advocating for the creation of a Basic Law to
guide the acceptance of foreign talent. In June, Kunimatsu and other members held a press
conference at the Japan National Press Club to outline their proposals.

Their concern is clear: while the inflow of foreigners is increasingly seen as a solution to
Japan's shrinking population and labor shortages, there are very few venues where the issue
is discussed in an integrated, strategic way.

Talks about population decline and regional revitalization often barely mention the role of
foreign workers. Meanwhile, discussions about immigration tend to focus on social tensions
or how foreigners are treated. Kunimatsu and his colleagues argue that these issues must be
addressed more comprehensively. They believe Japan needs a Basic Law to manage
foreign labor strategically and responsibly.

Under their proposal, the Basic Law would define foreign talent as "individuals who will
enrich local communities and Japan as a whole." Integration into Japan's economy,
society, and culture would be a core principle.

The proposed framework would work as follows:

- Local governments would develop plans outlining the desired skill levels, nationalities,
length of stay, and number of foreign workers.

- The central government would then review and adjust these plans based on national
security and economic considerations.

- Local governments would be responsible for supporting and managing the workers once
they arrive.

The proposal also calls for the Basic Law to emphasize the "security and safety of Japanese
society." It suggests introducing a new residence status, tentatively named "Regional
Revitalization.”

Naturally, the plan raises questions. Should Japan rely more on labor-saving technologies
instead of foreign workers to address population and labor shortages? Do local governments
have the capacity to manage such responsibilities? Should the police play a more active role
in maintaining public safety?

Despite these concerns, | believe the proposal is meaningful because it invites serious
debate. What's essential is not whether to accept foreigners, but how to manage the process
effectively.

Source: The Foreign Talent Basic Law: Proposal from a Former Police Chief
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If large numbers of foreigners arrive suddenly, it could create friction with local communities
and, over time, greatly alter Japan's national identity. The worst-case scenario is an
uncontrolled, unplanned influx without strategy or guiding principles.

We must avoid repeating the situation in places like Kawaguchi City in Saitama Prefecture,
where tensions have flared between Kurdish immigrants and local residents. Nor should
Japan follow the path of some Western countries that are seeing intense backlash against
immigration.

There is no time to lose. Japan must begin a serious, nationwide debate on immigration
policy — before the situation outpaces its ability to manage it.

Source: The Foreign Talent Basic Law: Proposal from a Former Police Chief
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1.inline with ~&—FL T, ~IZif>T

The pollution levels from the trucks are in line with the new rules for carbon emissions.

2. comprehensively &iEHMIZ. BEMIC

The Bill Gates Foundation has been comprehensively trying to put an end to polio.

3.enrich (&£F - g &) 2E2mnI129 3

Music programs enrich the lives of millions of junior high and high school students.
4. integration (&E~®) #HE. FME

The integration of new lessons into the curriculum will take some time.

5. backlash &%. K&

There has been a great deal of backlash from the recent tax increase.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. According to the writer, what are the main concerns or problems
about the current discussion of workers from overseas?

2. In your own words, describe the contents of the Basic Law.

3. The writer warns, “Some Western countries...are seeing intense
backlash against immigration.” What countries is he referring to, and
what are the forms of backlash there?

4. Should the solution focus on technology, on guest workers, or both?

5. What can local governments and communities do to better help
guest workers and immigrants integrate into Japanese society?
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