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How to Reduce Bear Attacks? First,
Know the Numbers
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Bear sightings and attacks on people have been occurring one after another from Hokkaido
to Hiroshima Prefecture. Moreover, many have resulted in serious injuries in 2025.

From April to the end of June alone, there were 37 victims. This figure is comparable to the
same period in Fiscal Year 2023, when there were 219 bear attack victims. It was the

highest number of victims for any single year since statistics first became available in
FY2006.

In 2025, severe beech nut crop failure is predicted for the mountainous areas of the Tohoku

region. Beech nuts (buna no mi) are a primary food source for Asiatic black bears. This, too,
is similar to 2023, which also had an extremely poor harvest. Consequently, humans need to
be on high alert everywhere for the appearance of bears as we head into the autumn.

Continued on next page.

Source: How to Reduce Bear Attacks? First, Know the Numbers
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1_ Article

In the fall of 2023, a shortage of beech nuts led to mass hunger among bear populations,
resulting in a series of human injuries caused by "urban bears" invading densely populated
areas. Although it would be best to avoid a repeat of this situation, the circumstances are
extremely difficult to manage.

Beech nuts were plentiful in Tohoku region forests in 2024, so there should be even more
bear cubs in 2025. That could further exacerbate the expected food shortage, making it more
likely for bears to come down from the mountains.

In the past, farming and mountain villages located in the satoyama, the area between
mountains and urban areas, helped bears distinguish the extent of their habitat. However,
due to the aging of society, population decline, and the abandonment of farmland, the
functionality of the satoyama is declining. Now, once a bear leaves the mountains, it must be
bewildered to find itself almost immediately in an urban setting.

To stem the increase in injuries from bear attacks, the Ministry of the Environment
designated bears as a managed category of wildlife in early 2025. As a result, the national
government will now cover the costs for hunting or capturing bears for the prefectures.
Furthermore, starting from September, the revised Wildlife Protection, Control, and Hunting
Management Act will permit the use of hunting rifles in urban areas at the discretion of city
and town mayors.

However, these measures are merely responses to problems bears are causing in human
habitats. They are unlikely to provide fundamental solutions.

To implement scientific management, it is essential to know the number of bears living
throughout Japan. That is data on which we currently have no firm grasp.

The Ministry of the Environment roughly estimates the present Asiatic black bear population
at 42,000. However, that estimate lacks precision. Indeed, estimates range from 22,000 to
55,000.

In FY2023 alone, approximately 7,700 bears were captured or killed. Without better data,
there is a constant risk of over-culling that could lead to extinction.

As a first step to address the problem, funds should be allocated for an accurate survey of
Japan's bear populations. That would provide the foundation for other measures. After all,
due to excessive hunting pressure, bears have become extinct in Kyushu and are on the
verge of extinction in Shikoku.

We must not repeat past mistakes. Bears living in the deep mountains play a key role in
preserving a healthy ecosystem.

Source: How to Reduce Bear Attacks? First, Know the Numbers
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2 _ Key phrases and vocabulary

First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1.invade (~I2) BAT S

The kitchen has been invaded by ants.

2. habitat £ g8

The skipjack tuna’s habitat includes the warm tropical waters of the open ocean.
3. estimate (~%) REBEL 5. #ET D

| estimate it will take us another six weeks to finish the project at work.

4.funds #&#. ¥E

We don’t have the funds right now to buy a new car.

5. accurate IEfEL. HIREL

To use GPS technology for maps, you need a very accurate clock.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.
1. Why are bears invading urban areas more and more these days?

2. What steps has the Ministry of the Environment taken so far to try to
solve the problem?

3. What does the author say is needed to properly deal with the
situation? Why?

4. What do you think we should do to stop bears from entering towns
and cities? Include your own ideas, ideas from the reading, or both.

5. Habitat loss continues to increase for different reasons. What can we
do to prevent further habitat loss and animal extinctions?
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