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Top Five Roadside Stations to Stop By
on a Drive
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1_ Article

Read the following article aloud.

Michi-no-EKki (roadside stations) have evolved from simple rest stops into destinations in their
own right. A survey conducted by the travel information site JALAN News asked 4,219
people nationwide, aged 20 to 50, to rate roadside stations in terms of satisfaction.

The top-ranked station for satisfaction is Kawaba Denen Plaza in Kawaba Village, Gunma
Prefecture. It reclaimed the top spot after ranking second in 2024.

The station is particularly known for its local gourmet offerings. Specialties include
Yukihotaka rice produced in the area and yogurt drinks made from local milk. Visitors can
also enjoy craft beer at the on-site restaurant. The bakery, famous for freshly baked bread,
attracts many visitors who come specifically for its products.

Hands-on experiences such as pottery classes and obstacle courses are also available.
Situated at the foot of the lush Mt Hotaka, the station provides opportunities for both adults

and children to enjoy the outdoors. _
Continued on next page.
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Rising from 10th place last year to second place is Roadside Station Munakata in Munakata
City, Fukuoka Prefecture. It is a favorite in the Kyushu region.

A highlight is the seafood section, which features fresh fish from the Genkai Sea. The station
is so popular that people form lines even before opening. It features a restaurant that serves
dishes such as tuna bowls and chazuke sets. In addition to seafood, a wide variety of local
produce and prepared foods are available. The Hijiki Croquette, made with fluffy potatoes
and plenty of hijiki seaweed, is particularly popular.

Ranking fifth is A-La-Datena Roadside Station in Osaki City, Miyagi Prefecture. It is one of
the largest roadside stations in the Tohoku region, attracting over three million visitors
annually.

Its spacious marketplace features a wide range of local specialties, including processed wild
boar meats such as OSAKI GIBIER, which is popular among adventurous food enthusiasts.

The true charm of Michi-no-EKki is that they offer both a place to rest and a convenient way to
experience local food and culture, right along major roads.

Roadside Station Satisfaction Ranking

Kawaba Denen Plaza (Gunma Prefecture)
Roadside Station Munakata (Fukuoka Prefecture)
Roadside Station Kyoda (Okinawa Prefecture)
Michi-no-Eki Tono Kaze-no-Oka (lwate Prefecture)
A-La-Datena Roadside Station (Miyagi Prefecture)
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First repeat after your tutor and then read aloud by yourself.
1.survey (B¥i-mEELGED) #AE. 77—+

At the end of the tour, we filled out a survey on how much we liked the tour and the
service.

2. satisfaction #HE. FTER

The hotel owners care very much about the satisfaction of their guests.

3. attract (A%) 5|EDI+5. BURAD

Redwood National and State Parks attracts visitors from all over the world.

4. available FIAEIEE%. FITAS

A personal guided tour of Vancouver is available for a small fee.

5. produce EEY

The produce at that farmers market is the best in the area.

3_ Questions

Read the questions aloud and answer them.

1. What kinds of food items does Kawaba Denen Plaza have for
visitors?

2. What other things can visitors do at Kawaba Denen Plaza?

3. What food items does Roadside Station Munakata offer to its
visitors?

4. What benefits do all roadside stations have besides food?

5. Which of the five top-ranked roadside stations would you like to visit
and why?

AEME —RAEEAS VIO T4 D— RHEEHE, MRASUHERT SIILLDHFEZS T ERE1 2SI/ ASAMMREL TVET.
TFR bR - BIMERZEZECFI.



o TESE

w5 x JAPAN FORWARD e

EEEPILs

RSATRPDAEIC, ROBWME LT -BFNTHRETEZ2ED
4 [EDERI AR5

RS JRPOKRELITTHL., ROBMMhE L TEILERITS TEDER] 28BN LET, KT
FHRY A~ TLebA=a—R] TlX, ZEDN20~50NDFELA21IAERRIC THEREDELVED
Rl 77— EEBELEL, TOFEREEZLEIC, EHEENTEDEROBHEEZET,

MEEIMNZERLE-ORERRIGHO NBEEITSY] , F2EMNSEBRICRYKREE L1,

ELIZBTTHLEVDITHMEMBED T ILATY, HIGED [FE-HXK] OCHTOEEZFRL
f-TOLIA—YIL ] BEHERNEEIZEFSL>TVWET, HIE—ILAKDOZBLA S UEEL
HYFET, BELTNAUAARDAR—DY —ZHHIZHNDANZ LD L EHTT,

BEHEOTRALF VI B ERBREHRLRR, KALTTHELS, FHRHLERSD, BRENGTREL
0)/5\:5 &G)ZTI':‘V I\—C\\-g—o

HEFEDIOMM 26~ ERELIELZ LIF-DA, BERREGTO NEDRLLEMN=1 TI, M
TY7 THRREXFEROEL,

HICAKEFATLLION, XRETHLENLBANT O Y LA SKEYI—F—TT, BFIERTH
SEAEROTITINTEDFEFRIIHANTVET, LRSS UTH, IJOFOFETEY
P LERELTVWET, ANELT TR, BEYORRLLEORTHZLEE, BMTILHRY
ROIDOvHAELEUVLEDN D RY Aoz TOLEOaO YT (FHERTT,

SLICS 94V LEEBHEXREBHD IH - 5 - FELEDR) [TRILBIEOXREDEDER, &
300 ANULEDGINDZE ST,

JEWVEYISICHTDEERAT O Y EHATHWET, 41/ DMIA FTOSAKI GIBIER (K&
ET) | BEIHY. EROLONKTCONET,

KEIZELBAHA, TOLHE S TEOBOXLIZHN 5N 2 DHIEDERDEREK (FWNCH) , =
NE. IROBRME LT, BAHANDIEDERANEE T THTIEILMLDATL &£ 3D

REIZHL<

HEt : FS4 JRbOKRBIC, ROBMLE LT.. I THETEZZ22ED EDRI RR 5
JAPAN Forward

AEME. —RAEEAS VIO T4 D— RHEEHE, MRASUHERT SIILLDHFEZS T ERE1 Y2 S— 2 IB/ARHAMMREL TVET.
TFR bR - BIMERZEZECFI.


https://japan-forward.com/ja/top-five-roadside-stations-to-stop-by-on-a-drive/

Hjﬁiﬁg BAZRETIEAD

s> X JAPAN FORWARD ™ Weekly News Digest

EEEPIuS Za1—AS4RABYvSa>EH

+

RSATRAOHEIC. ROBKME LT BN TRETEZ2ED
V4 R e

HREOBVEDR] S5o%x27
1. NEEHETSY (EER)

2. EOBR stz EEE)

3. BOER FFHE ChiER)

4. EOER =FHF BROE (BFR)
5. H - b FELEOR (BEHE)

=Ty, ” \,/ ‘
S

HEt : FS4 JRbOKRBIC, ROBMLE LT.. I THETEZZ22ED EDRI RR 5

JAPAN Forward

REME, —BHEEAS YIS T A4 D— REEEME, MRAIUERTSHILLDHFEZE T, ERE1 - S— 2 I%ARMMMREL TVET,
FHX SOMUTIRE - MUERZE<EUFT.


https://japan-forward.com/ja/top-five-roadside-stations-to-stop-by-on-a-drive/

